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Langkawi turning into a haven for blue water sailors

Sharanjit Singh

LANGKAW , Sun. - Langkawi has not only becone a popul ar holi day
destination but is also gaining a reputati on as a paradi se for the
yacht sman.

The island, once commonly referred to as the resting place of spirits,
has becone a favourite destination of |uxury boat and yacht owners,
Langkawi Yacht O ub general nmanager M chael Panter-Brick said

Besi des | ocal s, boat and yacht owners from Si ngapore, |ndonesi a,
Austral i a, New Zeal and and even Europe now nmade nore frequent and | onger
stopovers in Langkawi enroute to islands in south Thailand, especially
Phuket .

They found Langkawi interesting for a variety of reasons.

"Here they can put to test their navigational skills because of the nany
scattered islands in the area

"Added attractions include the duty-free goods they can buy and mari na
facilities like we have at this club," he said. It was al so cheaper to
sail in Langkawi than el sewhere.

Speaking to the New Straits Tines, Panter-Brick said the club narina
coul d accommpdat e 60 boats, including deep-hull boats with | arge anchorage
bays and nega yachts up to 60 netres in |ength.

Services include a refuelling station, power outlets, fresh water ducts
and 24-hour security.

To be officially opened by the Sultan of Kedah on Wednesday, the club is
owned and devel oped jointly by NilamTi nmur Sdn Bhd - a nenber of the
Mel ewar G oup of Conpani es - and Langkawi Devel opnment Aut hority.

Panter-Brick said boat owners would no | onger have to sail to Singapore
or Phuket for major repairs and nmai ntenance once such a dockyard is to be
built here next year

To be managed by the club, the dockyard will be constructed at the
Tanj ong Lenbong jetty near the southern tip of Langkawi .

Land for the dockyard has been acquired and work i s expected to begin
soon.

Once conpl eted, the dockyard will provide service to boat and yacht
owners who need to carry out nmjor repairs.

Normal Iy, the costs involved in sailing and repairing boats and yachts
are high in places |ike Singapore, Phuket or even Port Kl ang and Lunut.

The i ncenti ve announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
in the 1999 Budget makes it attractive.

Dr Mahat hir had said the Government wanted to nmake Langkawi a promn nent
centre for the repair and nai nt enance of | ei sure boats and yachts in this
regi on.

The Government would grant a five-year tax exenption for such activities
on the island.

Dr Mahat hir said Langkawi was well known as a tourist destination and
could attract | eisure boat and yacht owners. They would find it even nore
attractive if there was a nodern centre to repair and service their craft.
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