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Mapen- Reacti on
LAUNCH OF MAPEN || LAUDED, OPPOCSI TI ON REBUKED FOR BOYCOTTI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- The | aunch of the Second Nationa
Econom ¢ Consul tative Council (Mapen Il1) by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday has received all round appl ause and support
especially for the nation's readiness in facing the new ml |l enium

Informati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said Mapen Il was a
continuation of Mapen | and all were hoping that it would |l ead to the
country's econonic revival.

"W will give it our full support,
counci | .

On the opposition's boycott of the council, Khalid said they were only
viewing it fromtheir political perspectives and in the process had
negl ected their roles in national devel opnent.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Mapen Il took into
account the interest of all conmunities which needed special attention to
ensure that none would feel left out in policies inplenmented in the future.

"Through this, | amconfident that we will boost the nation's econony
and maintain social unity and prosperity.

"I't shows our approach is a conprehensive one and not only for the
communi ties but taking into account all dinensions which required the
governnent's attention," he said.

Royal Professor Ungku Aziz who is a Mapen nenber since its inception
said he hoped to provide the contributions as called for by the Prine
M ni ster.

"I have a |lot of ideas which I will table in Mapen Il and all is ready,
only waiting for tabling tonmorrow, " he said.

On Mapen's boycott by the opposition, Ungku Aziz said it was actually
up to themwhether to join the council or the otherwi se.

Anot her acadenician who is also a Mapen Il nenber, Professor Dr |snail
Ml Sall eh said: "agriculture, entrepreneurship, globalisation and
i nformati on technol ogy were aspects which need to be viewed by Mapen froma
new perspective,"” he said.

Ismail also rejected the notion that Mapen | was ineffective to the
extent of |eading to | aunch of Mapen 11

He said the opposition's nove to stay away from Mapen |1 woul d be a
|l oss to the nation

The opposition m ght have their own perspectives which woul d be
consi dered by the governnment if they participated in the council, he said.

O her Mapen Il nenbers when net had al so expressed their regret over
the opposition's refusal to join the council

Senat or Dat uk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman who represented Umo said: "Mpen
Il will draw out plans to strengthen the people's confidence not only in
donestic competition but also in the global stage"

He said the opposition should have joined the council as they could
provi de constructive views on planning for the nation's devel opnent.

"Wt are sad that the opposition did not join (Mapen Il) as this not a
political issue, but to safeguard the race where all parties should play
their role," he said.

Anot her Mapen || nenber, former Foreign M nister Tengku Ahnad
Ri t hauddeen Ismail said: "as a Mapen Il nenber, | will do what is
neccessary in the neeting as contribution to the nation and this counci
can be made the platformto discuss issues which may crop up in the

he said after the | aunch of the



future,” he said
However Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) menber who also sits in the council,
Dr. Maxi nus Johnity Ongkili said his invol venent was anong the party's

contribution for national devel opnent.

He said: "we can give positive contributions through the proper channe
to voice our constructive opinion and criticisnms and we hope PBS views can
be accepted by Mapen”

Cuepacs president N Siva Subramani am sai d Cuepacs woul d use the
channels in Mapen Il to subnmit various proposals related to civil servants.

Housi ng Devel opers Associ ati on President Datuk Eddy Chen said he woul d
use the opportunity to voice nmatters pertaining to the industry as well as
t he shortage of | ow cost houses.
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