13/ 09/ 1999
Law forum may di scuss state of l[ocal judiciary

Azrani Rustam

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The state of the Ml aysian judiciary may be raised
at the 12t h Commonweal t h Law Conf er ence whi ch begi ns t onorrow al t hough no
di scussi on on specific countries has been schedul ed.

Organi sing committee co-chairman Datuk Dr Cyrus V. Das said al though the
conference was not being held to discuss judicial issues in specific
countries, issues on Mal aysi a may be rai sed during question tine.

"Such issues nay or may not be raised,"” he said at a Press conference,
addi ng that the conference will not produce statenents or decl arations
focusing on specific countries.

Das said the i dea of the | aw conference, which many have sai d cones at a
very "interesting" tinme given the focus of the international conmunity on
t he Mal aysi an judicial system was to provide an opportunity for | awers
to neet and di scuss various i ssues about lawin the com ng century.

"It is an excellent opportunity for us to discuss issues on what the
Comonweal th | aws stand for ... rule of law, human rights and pronoti on of
human devel oprent . "

However, out goi ng president of the Commbnweal th Lawyers Associ ation
Rodney Hansen QC conceded that the recent jailing of Far Eastern Econonic
Revi ew j ournal i st Murray Hi ebert may unavoi dably be di scussed.

"There are various aspects of the case which will interest the del egates
when they enter into discussions on freedomof expression."

But, Hansen added that the domestic issues may be used to conpare the
situations in different countries.

Das said one of the issues that will be highlighted will be the Latinmer
House Qui del i nes which ains for the i npl ementation of the principles of
t he Harare Declaration 1991 on good governance.

The Lati mer gui delines touch on the relationship between the judiciary,
parlianent and executive, and were devised | ast year at a neeting of
Commonweal th | awyers, judges, |egal teachers, parliamentarians and
representatives of human rights organi sations in London.

Hansen sai d the conference is likely to produce a decl aration on the
Lati mer gui del i nes whi ch woul d be forwarded to t he upcomnmi ng Commonweal t h
Heads of Governnent neeting in South Africa.

"We are hoping that it becomes a standard or nodel of good governance
for various branches of Commonweal th governnents. "

He added that the i ssue woul d be di scussed during two sessi ons dedi cat ed
to it on Wednesday.

Thened Law and Soci ety in The 21st Century, the triennial conference is
being held for the first tine in Mal aysia. As of today, 1,318 del egates
have confirned their participation.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the three-day
conference at the Sunway Pyrani d Convention Centre tonorrow, while Nobel
| aureate Prof essor Wl e Soyinka will deliver the keynote address.

Das sai d di scussions will touch on six core areas nanely, environnental
protection, i ndependence of the judiciary, human rights, denbcracy and

rule of law, crimnal liability, the | egal profession, international |aw
and i nternational dealings and cor porate governance.
Apart fromthe conference proper, which will involve 150 speakers, there

will be 12 satellite neetings such as the Cormonweal th Chi ef Justices
nmeeting and the Commonweal t h Law Ref or m Agenci es/ Conmi ssi on neeti ng.
Meanwhi | e, Das was el ected president of the CLAtoday at its triennial



general neeting. He beconmes the first Asian to take up the position for a
t hree-year peri od.
The neeting al so decided that the next two conferences will be held in
Harare in 2001 and Mel bourne in 2004.
( END)
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