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Mahat hi r - Laws
LAWS | N MALAYSI A ENFORCED FAI RLY, SAYS DR M

PENAMPANG, Feb 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today Ml aysi ans should not feel inferior with the country's judicial
system because the | aws are enforced on the basis of equal justice to all

The prime mnister said Malaysia's laws are no | ess just conpared to
other countries and in fact, could even be fairer as they are enforced
irrespective of one's position.

"That's why, we in Ml aysia should not feel inferior in terns of |aw
enforcenment.... in fact, we are nore considerate, nore responsible in
enforcing the law," he sai d when | aunching the Sabah Native Affairs
Counci |, here.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived this norning for a three-day visit to Sabah
said in enforcing the law, there should be no favouritism"although the
person is our old friend or very close to us.

"When he does sonething (considered) wong, he needs to be brought to
the court to decide whether he is guilty or not," he said.

On the other hand, Dr Mahathir said, there were nmany instances in
western countries where justice was not adm nistered fairly although the
countries were vocal in calling for an administration based on rule of |aw

"When we do sonmething fair, they straight away accuse us of being
unjust as if we in the east do not care much for justice," he said.

Actual ly, they (western countries) were the ones who were unfair to
their peopl e because they practise favouritismbased on skin col our and
ot her factors when enforcing | aws, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the principle of justice in western countries was
meani ngl ess because it was not justice that they valued but whether an
i ssue was popul ar or unpopul ar anong the peopl e.

" We cannot blindly followthem W need to return to our judicia
system and to our |ong-cherished val ues because our judicial systemgave
greater priority to justice than to the desires of any groups,” he said.

On the Native Affairs Council, Dr Mahathir hoped it could resol ve
i ssues concerning the indi genous people in the state.

The council, which replaces the Bum putera Affairs Unit, would be
i nvol ved, anong others, in supervising institutions dealing with native
affairs including Native Courts.

Wi le efforts to preserve the customand traditions of the natives be
conti nued, adjustnents should be made fromtinme to tinme to suit current
needs, he added.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, Deputy Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Osu Sukam and | nformati on M nister Datuk Mohaned Rahnat.

After the launch, Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Ali proceeded to Donpok's residence at Masakazon Hei ghts, near here.
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