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LAWERS TOLD TO GRAPPLE W TH NUMBER OF RCLES

SUBANG JAYA, Sept 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
remark that the | egal profession seenms to be quite unconcerned about the
"massi ve and systematic violations of human rights" by currency traders
caught the attention of a participant at the 12th Commonweal th Law
Conf erence here today.

The Conmi ssioner of the South African Law Comm ssion, Jereny Gauntl ett
who spoke on the topic "The Role of Bar Association in Fostering the Rule
of Law' got the participants, nostly |lawers, to exanine Dr Mahathir's
nmessage i n his opening speech at the conference | ast Monday.

Quoting Dr Mahathir, Gauntlett appeared to have agreed with the prine
m ni ster when he said that | awers have failed to chanpi on abuses of human
rights by currency traders who have deprived nmillions of their jobs and
i ncome.

In his opening speech at the four-day conference here | ast Monday, Dr
Mahat hir had said that even | egal mnds, concerned as they were about
justice and fairplay, seenmed to be quite unconcerned about what was clearly
massi ve and systematic violations of human rights by currency traders.

Gauntlett said | awers need to grapple with a nunber of roles.

Anong the roles would be for lawers to ensure that people have the
right for counsel

"Unl ess we do that, then we are pursuing some country club mrage," he
sai d.

He al so said | awers nust be able to provide legal aid in their
respective countries, simlar to the one provided by the Ml aysi an Bar
Counci | .

Gauntlett said they nust also find a way to | obby to "entrench the
i ndependence of courts.™

He called on Bar Associations to "secure representivity", meaning open
its membership to everyone without discrimnnation against religion, colour
or gender.

Meanwhi | e, the Bar Council told participants how the organi sati on and
the Mal aysi an Bar had repeatedly sought for the abolition of the Interna
Security Act (1SA) and other |legislations that provide for detention
without trial, in the name of the rule of |aw

"The Bar has made its stand clear that in a denocratic society |ike
Mal aysia, it does not augur well for the future of the rule of law, if |aws
allowing for detention without trial remain in the statute books," Bar
Counci| president R R Chelvarajah said when delivering a paper on the sane
topi c.

He said it was inperative that the I SA and all simlar statutes should
be repeal ed for the advanncenent of the rule of |aw and for the ful
realisation of that objective in Ml aysia.

He sai d nenbers of the Bar have, over and above their ordinary duties
as citizens, a special duty to seek ways and neans of securing in their own
country the maxi mum degree of independence for the judiciary.
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