20 FEB 1999
Sabah- Chong
LDP' S CHONG WAI TI NG FOR PM S "BLESSI NGS" TO RETURN TO SABAH PCLI TI CS

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- LDP president Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
confirmed today he is eyeing the Kudat seat in the coming state el ection
but is waiting for the greenlight fromDatuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

"If PMagrees to ny request (to come back), 1'll be back (in Sabah).
want to go back to Kudat," said Chong, who is Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent, confirm ng specul ations of his plans to return to
Sabah politics.

The Li beral Denocratic Party president, who hails fromKudat, was a
former assenbl ynan there and served in the state cabi net under the
Berj aya-1 ed Bari san Nasional (BN) government which rul ed Sabah from 1976 to
1985.

In the 1995 general el ection, Chong was defeated in the Marudu
parlianentary seat by Datuk Amr Kahar Tun Mustapha of the PBS. Amr Kahar
has since joined Umo.

Chong was appoi nted a senator and nade a federal minister in June,
1995.

Asked if his intention to return to the state is because he hoped to
becone the chief mnister later under the rotation system he said:

"Absol utely no."

Pressed further, he said: "lI'mnot that interested. Wat |'mvery
interested is to see BNretain its power. That is my hope.

"Rotation to nme is not inmportant. Teamwork in BN is inmportant. The
nmost inmportant thing is to have a BN governnent, " he said.

Under the BN government, the the chief mnister's post is rotated anong
t he Muslim Buni put eras, Chinese and non- Musl i m Bumi put er as.

On the nunber of seats sought by the party for the coming el ection,
Chong said a few nanes had been forwarded to the prinme mnister

"In terms of seat allocation, we leave it to PM If we are given two or
three seats, we will take it," he said, adding that MCA and Sabah
Progressive Party (SAPP), which along with LDP are Chi nese-based, had set
their sights on at |east 10 Chinese-mgjority seats.

Asked if nore than one party wanted a particul ar seat, he said they
woul d conpromi se under the BN s famly spirit.
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