10/ 01/ 1999

Leaders, citizens wel cone Pak Lah's new position

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Leaders and Ml aysi ans throughout the country
wel conmed t he appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as Deputy
Prime Mnister, calling it an apt and wi se choi ce based on his experience.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Dat uk Abu Hassan QOrar said Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir was wi se i n choosi ng Abdul | ah for the post.

He said Abdul | ah was very capable, well-liked by fellow politicians and
the public, and has al ways been a team pl ayer.

"Being Foreign Mnister for close to eight years, Abdullah has many
friends anong international | eaders, andthis will certainly help
stimul ate trade and i nvestnent . "

Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranli Ngah Talib described the appoi nt nent
as a wi se choice made "after careful thought".

Ram i, who is State Umo |iaison chairman, said the appointnent of a
Deputy Prine M nister was needed to strengthen the adm ni strati on and
stabilise the economi c situation

Mal acca Chief M nister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin said Abdul |l ah's
appoi ntrent woul d result in greater prom nence for Ml aysi a.

He sai d bei ng an astute statesnman and forner bureaucrat, the fornmer
Foreign M nister woul d certainly get recognition fromworld | eaders.

Abu Zahar added t hat Abdul | ah' s appoi nt nent woul d certainly pl ease Unmo
menbers as he is known to be religious, clean and consistent in his
principl es.

Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khal il Yaakob said Abdul | ah woul d be
able to discharge his duties as Deputy Prine Mnister effectively.

"His tenure as a civil servant before joining politics will help himin
his task."

He al so said the nove to defer the party polls had hel ped to cal mdown
the situation.

"Today, peopl e have stopped tal king about the polls ... outsiders
canpai gni ng for certain groups have al so returned to their respective
States,” he told reporters after opening a property fair at a shoppi ng
conpl ex.

He said he fully agreed with Dr Mahathir that the postponenent of the
party el ecti ons woul d enabl e Umo to concentrate its energy and resources
on the general election.

"Menbers wi Il not get confused by internal problens of the party,
Khalil, who is al so Pahang Umo |i ai son chi ef.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man sai d t he deci si on was
nmade in the interest of the country and the party.

"National interest nust be placed above everything el se. W have to
focus on the general election, deal with current issues and striveto
enhance public confidence in the | eadership."”

In Alor Star, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said Abdul | ah was t he
right personto be Deputy Prine Mnister in viewof his vast experience.

Ger akan Yout h chi ef Datuk Chang Ko Youn descri bed Abdul | ah as an
experienced, dynam c and honest politician.

Chang, who is al so Perak Urban Devel opnent and Local Governnent
Committee chairman, said: "The newline-up will boost the confidence of
Mal aysi ans and foreign investors."

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Umo secretary Datuk Yahya Hussin believed that
Abdul | ah woul d carry out his duties effectively based on his previous

said



experiences and seniority in the party.

Sarawak' s Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu vice-president Datuk Amar Dr
Sul ai man Daud felt that the appoi nt ment woul d reduce the burden of the
Prime M ni ster who has taken over extra mnisterial duties since early
Sept enber .

I n Penang, several individuals and organisations canme out in support of
Abdul | ah.

Wani t a Gerakan national chairman Dat uk Kee Phai k Cheen expressed her
"happi ness” and congrat ul at ed t he Penang Umo chi ef.

"Pak Lah is a man of strong principles and sound val ues who has
weat hered many political storms,” she said.

Umo Si npang Enambranch chai rman chi ef Haniffa Ham d expressed relief
over the Cabinet reshuffle and | auded the Prime M nister's decisionto
relinquish the Finance and Horme portfolios.

Mal aysi an | ndi an Rest aurant Oaners Associ ation presi dent Ramal i ngam
Pillai said Abdul | ah was an i deal choice. "He i s capabl e and charismatic."
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