08/ 11/ 1999
Leaders: Pas has no principle

Carol yn Hong; Chow Kum Hor
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Pas was today denounced as an unprincipled party
whi ch woul d prom se anything to win support for itself.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad sai d Pas' declaration that
it would accept a non-Miuslim possibly fromthe DAP, as Prine M ni ster was
a meani ngl ess statenent.

"I don't think the Chinese and Indians will believe Pas. Pas is saying
what the DAP wants to hear.

"When it goes back to its ceramah for Malays only, it will say sonething
el se," he said at the open house of Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel l u t oday.

He sai d Pas woul d prom se anything to win support but never fulfil it.

He said Pas had broken its pronmise to the nowdefunct Parti Mel ayu
Semangat 46 that it woul d appoi nt a Senangat 46 | eader as Deputy Menteri
Besar if it took over Kel antan.

"How can we believe it? One day, it wants an Islamc State, the next day
it says this idea has been dropped. It says Umo nmenbers are Mislins but
later claims these people are infidels.

"I't will say whatever it can say. As (Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk) Nik
(Abdul) Aziz (N k Mat) says, he cannot stop tal ki ng when he sees a
nm crophone, " Dr Mahat hir sai d.

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d Pas said
different things at different tines as it did not have a stand on any
i ssue.

"One mnute it says a DAP | eader can be Prinme M nister and t he next
mnute, the Alternative Front wants Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimto be Prine
Mnister if it wins the next general election.

"At its own nuktamar, the party wants its own | eader to be Prine
M ni ster,"” Abdull ah said.

Sany Vel lu al so di smi ssed Pas' nove as one which was ai med sol ely at
fishing votes fromnon-Muslins. He said it was a convention in Ml aysia
for the Prime Mnister to be a Muslim

Kel antan Umo | i ai son comittee deputy chairman Dat uk Annuar Misa
guestioned the sincerity of NNk Aziz's statement and described it as a
political ginmck.

The Rural Devel opnment Mnister saidif Pas was sincere, it would have
appoi nted non-Muslinms as nmenbers of the Kel antan State Assenbly as
promised inits 1990 general el ection manifesto.

"N k Aziz has yet to fulfil the prom se after nearly 10 years. Wy is he
maki ng t he st at enent now when the general el ectionis round the corner?"
Annuar sai d.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said Nk Azi z's statenent
showed the Alternative Front was trying to confuse the public.

"It is a known fact that Pas has been inconsistent inits stand.

Previ ously, the party proposed that the hudud | aw be i npl enented. Now, it
hardly tal ks about the issue," said the Informati on M nister.

Hurman Resources M nister Datuk Li mAh Lek told the public not to believe
Ni k Aziz's statenent.

"Pas can say sonet hi ng today but make a different stand the foll owi ng
day. | believe the Chinese voters will not believe in what N k Azi z says
anynore," said the MCA deputy president.

Acting Umo Yout h head Dat uk H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n, meanwhil e,



described Ni k Aziz's statenent as an attenpt to gain political nileage.
( END)
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