25 JUL 1999
LI D- Medi a
LEADERS TRADE PLACES W TH JOURNALI STS

LANGKAW, July 25 (Bernama) -- A unique situation was created at the
fourth Langkawi |nternational D al ogue here when caneranmen and
phot ogr aphers zooned their | enses on their coll eagues as | eaders of
devel oping countries turned the tables on journalists by "grilling" them at
a speci al session today.

The | eaders, who are always at the receiving end fromthe press, were
only too glad to trade places with the nmedia and fired questions at |oca
and foreign journalists causing sone to "squirm?"

"As former victins, we enjoyed it very nuch because some of you are not
confortabl e, just as how we feel when you ask difficult questions. W are
very synpathetic with you all,"” Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said to | aughter fromthose present.

The special session, reportedly the first of its kind in the world, was
set up to discuss whether the governnent and the nedia could forge a snart
partnership in line with the popul ar credo whi ch has becone synonynous with
LI D.

It turned out to be a fruitful and soneti mes amusi ng session on how t he
medi a could al so be smart partners with the governnent.

Among ot her things, Dr Mahathir called on the nmedia "not to be too
rigidintheir watchdog role as after all, both can prosper if they can
work with each other."

The session, noderated by Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri
Abdul HalimAli, started off with Dr Mahathir asking what the nedia think
of smart partnership and prosper thy nei ghbour concept.

After a momentary silence, New Straits Tines Goup Editor-in-Chief
Dat uk Abdul Kadir Jasin replied with wit and humour when he said: "If |

have the chance, | would answer that | have no conments. (That) you are not
asking the correct question." This brought roaring | aughter from al
present.

On a serious note however, he said that smart partnership has positive
results bringing together people who normally do not get together and
di scussing things not normally di scussed together

Sudanese President Lt Gen Omar Hassan Ahnmad asked: "Wy does the press
only wite bad news about Sudan. Has anybody heard any good news about
Sudan?”

Sin Chew Jit Poh chief news editor Liew Hi ng Chang replied: "W only
get news fromforeign wires; we have no good news about Sudan except
di sasters."

Dr Mahat hir asked: "Are the journalists independent fromtheir owners?"

Itai Masuku, a senior business reporter with Zi nbabwe Broadcasting
Cor poration, said: "Journalists want to be i ndependent but they have a code
of ethics to follow "

Chris Greene, BBC s Managing Editor for World Service, Southeast Asia
and the Pacific region, said: "lIt's a question of responsibility."

Nam bi an Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj onp asked: "How can the nmedia play a role
in working with the governnment in poverty eradication?"

The Star business editor Wng Sul ong said: "Media can play their role
by publishing success stories on how other countries have tackled the
problem"

The di scussions also took a dig at the International Mnetary Fund
(I'MF) which is supposed to hel p devel opi ng countries but was acting to the



contrary when it unloaded gold in the market, jeopardising the econom es of
African countries which are gold producers.

New Straits Times Press Editor-at-Large Hardev Kaur said gold producers
shoul d perhaps consi der enul ati ng Mal aysi a which forned the Associ ati on of
Tin Producing Countries (ATPC) to stabilise world tin prices.

"If producer countries from devel opi ng economnmi es do not do sonet hi ng
for thenmsel ves, no one will and certainly not the devel oped countries and
not the I M. "

African journalist Qvahe Mawba, the director of the Broadcasting Unit
of Swaziland Tel evision, called for a new world conmuni cati on order for
di ssem nation of facts on Africa in view that much of the news that cones
fromthe continent was all bad news.

- - BERNAMA

T™ YBY



	LEADERS TRADE PLACES WITH JOURNALISTS (Bernama 25/07/1999)

