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Leaders voice agreement with Dr M's vi ewpoints
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BARI SAN Nasi onal conponent party | eaders have voi ced agreenent w th Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's viewthat the people should ensure that the
power to rule the country remains in their own hands.

As such, they felt that the people should take seriously the Umo
president's statenment on attenpts by forei gn powers to weaken and destr oy
Umo, the BN and the Governnment by supporting an opposition pact.

Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, who is M C president and Wbrks M nister, said
Dr Mahathir's speech extoll ed t hat Mal aysi ans were responsi bl e i n deci di ng
the fate and future of the country.

"He has stressed on attenpts by foreigners tointerfere in the running
of our country.

"I amconfident that the people will not |isten and be taken in by such
an attenpt."

He felt Dr Mahathir decided to el aborate on the Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim s i ssue in the speech because sone quarters continued to bl ane
hi m

Asked i f there was any surprise in the Prine Mnister's speech, he said:
"I amsurprised that he gave a detail ed expl anati on on (Datuk Seri)
Anwar's case. The case itself is already very clear."

Anwar, the forner Deputy Prine Mnister, is serving a six-year jail term
after he was found guilty of abusing his power by intefering in police
i nvestigations into sexual allegations against him

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik shared the viewthat the
country's future shoul d be determ ned by the peopl e thensel ves and not by
out si ders.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said he believed there was
a conspiracy at |ast year's Umo general assenbly to underni ne the
peopl e's confidence in the Umo | eadership and the BN government.

Dr Limsaid he suspected that a handful of delegates to the | ast
assenbly were involved in a conspiracy to destroy the credibility of Umo
in the mdst of the econom ¢ downturn.

"Therefore, | believe the so-called conspiracy was not (Datuk Seri) Dr
Mahat hir's own conspiracy, but a conspiracy outside himto destroy
Mal aysi a's econony and the credibility of the head of governnent, that is
the Prime Mnister hinmself," said Dr Lim who is Primary I ndustries
M ni ster.

Peopl e' s Progressive Party president Datuk M Kayveas said Dr Mahathir's
expl anati on on Anwar's expul sion afforded the peopl e an opportunity to
judge the situation for themsel ves.

Kayveas said if they accepted Dr Mahathir's explanation, then their
deci si on should be translated into votes for the BN in the next general
el ection.

Anwar has cl ai med that the charges agai nst hi mwere a hi gh-1evel
conspiracy to end his political career.

"The peopl e now have a chance to choose the right fromthe wong," he
sai d.

Kayveas said Dr Mahathir's explanation |l ed himto believe that Anwar had
tried to topple Dr Mahathir.
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