22/ 06/ 1999

Leaders wel cone Tengku Razal ei gh' s new position

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah' s appoi nt ment as Kel ant an
Umo chief will hel p Barisan Nasional to west control of the State from
Pas in the comi ng general election, said Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today.

"Hi s appoi ntment gives us hope that the people of the State woul d
support Umo and hel p the Bari san Nasional to defeat Pas in the com ng
general election whichis the party's main agenda.

"I believe Tengku Razal eigh's ability as a politician and his experience
will put himin good stead to | ead Kel antan Ummo and Bari san Nasi onal
conponent parties," hetoldreporters after chairing the Cabi net Conmttee
on Rural Devel opnent at the Putrajaya Conpl ex today.

In Serian, Tengku Razal ei gh's deputy Datuk Annuar Miusa said it was good
news for Umo nmenbers and the peopl e i n Kel ant an.

"Tengku Razal ei gh i s a capabl e | eader and can hel p strengt hen Kel ant an.

"Personal ly, | accept the appointnment as good news," he added.

Speaking to reporters after the opening of the new Kemas nursery
bui | di ng at Kanmpung Mel ayu Hilir here, Annuar said the main priority now
was to find ways to chanpi on the cause of the Kel antan peopl e so t hey
woul d not be left behind in terms of devel opment and politics.

Annuar, who i s al so Rural Devel opment M nister, said the appoi nt nent of
Tengku Razal ei gh neant that t he Umo | eadershi p, especially Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, had set aside the differences he had with
the former Finance M nister.

He added the priority nowwas to further strengthen the party.

"A stronger party can forma good Governnment to carry out devel oprent
for the people,” he said, adding that what Umo tried to do was to | ook
for ways to save the people in Kelantan fromPas' rule.

Educati on M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak advi sed all menbers to
accept the appoi ntment as Dr Mahat hir woul d have undoubt edl y st udi ed al |
aspects of the matter before naki ng the deci sion.

"The appointnment is at the discretion of the party president and it is
obvi ous that Dr Mahathir considers Tengku Razal ei gh a | eader who i s
suitable to be entrusted with the responsibilities of |eading the party in
Kel ant an.

"As party menbers, we should all accept the appoi ntment as our objective
is party unity above all other considerations,” said Najib, whois also
Umo vi ce-president.

I n Shah Al am Sel angor Umo is prepared to throwtheir support behind
Tengku Razal ei gh for the forthcom ng general election and also to win the
support of Kel antan people for Umo and Bari san Nasi onal .

Sel angor Umo chai rman Dat uk Seri Abu Hassan Omar in congratul ating
Tengku Razal ei gh for his appoi ntnent said Dr Mahat hir had chosen a person
who had vast administrative, political experience and know edge.

"Tengku Razal ei gh has al so a good working rel ati onship with the people
i n Kel antan i ncluding i n Umo and Bari san Nasional. | amconfident he wll
successfully i npl ement the heavy responsibility entrusted to him" he told
reporters after launching Shell's first regional G| Products Retail
Trai ni ng Acadeny at Batu Ti ga today.

Meanwhi |l e, Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh
Fadzir described the appoi ntnent as the best decision which coul d enabl e
Bari san Nasional to take over the State fromPas.



"There is renewed spirit and will to win Kelantan with the appoi ntment, "
he tol d reporters here today.
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