24 OCT 1999
BN-Si | ver (Kel ant an)
LEARN FROM MAY 13 | NCI DENT, SAYS RAZALEI GH

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Umo chief Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah today called on the people to learn fromthe May 13 riots in 1969
that the country will be destroyed if there is no peace.

He said the bl oody racial clashes took place due to | ack of racial
equality and unity at the tine.

"The chaos in the country then was because there was no fair
distribution of wealth and social well-being. This sparked off enemty," he
told the state-1evel BN Silver Jubilee cel ebrations at Konpl eks Yayasan
Kem ski nan Kel antan i n Peri ngat near here.

Razal ei gh said there was a clear disparity between Ml ays and
non- Mal ays in various fields at the tine.

"Mal ays were seen as politically strong but economcally weak while
non- Mal ays were economically strong but weak in terns of politics," he
sai d.

He said when both sides tried to show their strength, there were
squabbl es which resulted i n bl oodshed.

Razal ei gh said the New Economic Policy introduced in 1971 had succeeded
in renoving the gap between the Buni puteras and non-Bum puteras in the
econom ¢ and ot her fields including education.

"The forrmula that was introduced overcane shortcomings in the society,
reduced poverty and restructured society," he said.

The new policy allowed Bumi puteras to hold at | east a 30 per cent stake
i n conpani es, he added.

Razal ei gh said the PAS government in Kelantan had failed to bring
progress to the state and called on the people to vote for the BNin the
com ng general el ection.

He said the BN governnent |ed by Umo had proven its capabilty in
devel oping the country and bringing progress to its nulti-racial and
mul ti-religious people.

About 30, 000 peopl e attended the cel ebrations, including state BN
chai rman Dat uk Annuar Miusa and vi ce-chai rman Dat uk Must apa Mohanmed, Umo
Supreme Council menber Datuk Paduka | brahimAi and state MCA and MC
| eaders.

They earlier watched a |ive tel ecast of the national-1level celebrations
in Kual a Lunpur including the speech by BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad.
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