10/ 04/ 1999
Leave given to include Dow Jones in suit

Rusl ai ni Abbas

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Star Papyrus Printing Sdn Bhd has obtai ned | eave from
the Hi gh Court to include Dow Jones Publishing Conpany (Asia) Inc as a
party in a RMI50 million libel suit filed by busi nessman M rzan Mahat hir.

The | eave was granted i n chanbers yesterday by a court deputy registrar
follow ng an ex-parte application by Star Papyrus' counsel Bhag Si ngh.

Under Order 11 of the Rules of the Hi gh Court 1980, |eave is required
bef ore summons coul d be served agai nst those outside the country's
jurisdiction.

Dow Jones Publishing is based i n Hong Kong.

M rzan, group executive chairnman of KonsortiumPerkapal an Bhd, filed the
suit on Jan 28 this year over Asian Wall Street Journal's article entitled
Mahat hir's El dest Son Limits Anbitions witten by G Bruce Knecht which
was front-paged on Jan 4 this year.

Star Papyrus is a subsidiary of the Star Publications Bhd.

In his suit, anpbng other things, Mrzan clained a paragraph in the
article neant that he had built his business enpire as a willing
beneficiary of nepotism favouritismand privil ege and not on his own
ability.

He sai d his feelings, person, professional and busi ness reputation were
seriously damaged and brought into public scandal, odiumand contenpt.

Mrzan claimed that the article gave the i npression that he conduct ed
hi s business affairs in an i nconpetent or negligent nmanner and had only
survi ved because he had used his position as the Prime Mnister's son and
was bail ed out by the Governnent under his father's influence.

Star Papyrus contended inits defence that it nerely provided a roomfor
Dow Jones Publ i shing' s equi pnent to receive t he negative print of the
contents of the AWAJ transnitted by Dow Jones by el ectronics signals from
Hong Kong.

It al so provided staff to operate the equi pnent, newsprint paper and
servi ce for platemaki ng and bundling the journal.

Star Papyrus said the AWSJ was a newspaper and denied that it (Star
Papyrus) published or authorised the publication of the journal.

The printer al so denied that the di sputed words in their natural or
ordi nary meani ng and/ or in their context bore or were understood to bear
or were capabl e of bearing the nmeani ng contended by M rzan.

St ar Papyrus contended that, in any event, Mrzan had consented to, or
alternatively, assumed the ri sk of the wi despread publication of the words
by giving an interview, know ng that it would be published in a feature
article containing his comment.

Inreply to Star Papyrus's defence, Mrzan deni ed that he had consented
or voluntarily assuned the ri sk of wi despread newspaper publication of the
words by giving the interview
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