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LEAVE M SI A ALONE TO MANAGE HERSELF, MAHATHI R TELLS UN

By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia Wednesday nade a plea to the
i nternational community that she be allowed to be |l eft alone in managi ng
things her owmn way in the interest of her own people.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i n making the pl ea said:
"W will not harmothers. We are not turning our backs to the world. W
will continue to do our bit for world peace.”

Addressing the 54th session of the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly
here, he said Mal aysia would continue to cooperate with the rest of the
world, particularly the United Nations.

He said that as nuch as Mal aysia accepted criticisns, warranted and
unwar r ant ed, she hoped others would al so tolerate her criticisns of them

"Free speech would be nmeaningless if criticisns can only be directed at
t he poor and the weak, but never at the rich and the powerful.

"In criticising others we are only exercising our right to freedom of
expression," the prinme nmnister said.

Recal I ing the current economic turnoil sweeping Mal aysia and severa
Asi an countries, Dr Mahathir described it as a "traumatic experience" when
42 years of hard work to devel op the country was destroyed, in particular
the affirmati ve actions to reduce ennity between the races in Ml aysi a.

"W have devised our own fornula for recovery. Wth the bl essings of
Al'l ah we have now turned around and we are on the road to recovery.

"But we are being pressured to abandon our currency control. W do not
understand. It has done us a |ot of good. It has done no harmto anybody
except a few thousand rich currency mani pul ators,” he said.

The prime mnister pointed out that foreigners doing real business in
Mal aysi a have profited much fromthe so-called controls.

"But we are still being urged to conformto an international financia
system whi ch has enabl ed the unscrupul ous to destroy the wealth of nany
nations," he said.

He noted that no serious attenpt was made to change the internationa
financial system although so far there was only tal k about intention, but
the threat of financial, economc and political destabilisation remnained.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir touched on the United Nations describing it
as a "hel pl ess" body often bypassed by the big and the powerful which
seenmed to decide by thensel ves when to step in and when to step out.

Unfortunately, he said no one should expect any change for as |long as
the UN bel onged to the Permanent Five -- United States, Russia, Britain
France and Chi na.

The structure of the UN would continue to reflect the glorious victory
of those nations 50 years ago while for the small countries, yearly
speeches and vari ous anni versary speeches woul d be al | owed.

Dr Mahathir believed that despite at | east three of the Permanent Five
bei ng voci ferous advocat es of denpcracy, there woul d be no denocracy in the
UN, the only saving grace were the agencies and their good work.

The prime mnister also criticised the world body for having rather
unusual princi pl es.

Normally in order to study, report and pass an opinion or judgenent on
somet hing a neutral or unbi ased person woul d be chosen, but it was not so
when it chose a person well-known for his virulent attacks agai nst the



Mal aysi an judiciary to report on that institution, he said.

The prime minister said the UN conferred on the person total immunity
against the laws of his country wi thout reference to or consent of the
country, the imunity apparently extended beyond his task of reporting his
findings to the worl d body.

"He may publish his opinions, defane people and the subject of his
study anywhere and everywhere. Is there no limt to a United Nations
Conmi ssi oners' i munity?" he asked.

"We are told that governments nust not interfere with the judiciary.
Yet in this case the governnent is expected to instruct the judiciary not
to act against this United Nations Conm ssioner for breaking the | aws of
the country," he said.

Sayi ng he was not blanming the UN Secretary General for this, Dr
Mahathir said it was the peculiar systemand principles which guided the
choi ce of the United Nations Conm ssioner that he found unaccept abl e.

"There is sonmething not right here which the United Nations needs to
| ook into," he said.

However, he lamented that small countries | acked a public forumto air
their views freely while the Western nmedia woul d di stort everything that
these small countries said or did.

"Again we are expected to give immnity to western journalists. They
may break our |laws but no legal action may be taken agai nst them

"I would like to point out that in Mal aysia even the King and the
hereditary Sultans are not above the law," Dr Mahathir said in reference to
the jailing of a Canadian journalist found guilty of contenpt by the
Mal aysi an court.

The prime minister said the 21st century would not | ook very prom sing
for the poor and the weak, for the aspiring tigers and dragons of Asia as
everyt hing woul d continue to be cooked in the Wst.

"Just as comuni sm and soci alismcanme fromthe West, |iberal denocracy,
gl obal i sation, a borderless world, deregulation, unfettered free fl ows of
capital and their flights to quality, the disciplining of governnents by
the market and by currency traders and a host of other ideas all conme from
the West.

"And what is fromthe West is universal. O her values and cultures are
superfluous and unnecessary. Variety is equal to being intransigent and
nmust therefore be elimnated,” he said.

Revi ewi ng the events of the 20th century, Dr Mahathir said this century
saw t he nost destructive wars which destroyed billions of dollars of
property and killed mllions of people liked the six mllions Jews killed
and hundreds of thousands killed by the first nuclear bonbs.

He said the formation of the United Nations after the 2nd Worl d War
failed to bring |l asting world peace while the destruction of the Eastern
bloc failed to bring econom c success to the former comuni st countries
using the western free-market |iberal denocracies.

The prime nminister said with the end of East-Wst confrontation,
conflicts have increased instead of decreased.

He said the Pal estinian problemwas still not resolved but the
sanctions and bonbi ng of Iraq, sanctions against Libya, and the conflicts
resulting fromthe break-up of the Soviet union went on

The International Mnetary Fund (I MF), he said, also failed to play its
role and i nstead of hel ping, the | MF had destroyed further countries
i mpoveri shed by currency traders and mani pul ators, resulting in theml osing
their political freedom



"This then is the scenario in the |l ast quarter of the 20th century ...
it is useful to reviewthe events of the 20th century so we may |earn from
our experience and hopefully we will know how to conduct the affairs of the
21st century.

"Mal aysi ans are not too enchanted by the prospects we foresee in the
next century. But | can assure you that we will be a responsible nation,
friendly towards all who are friendly towards us and harbouring no bad
i ntentions towards anyone,”™ Dr Mahathir concl uded.
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