15 MAR 1999
Mahat hir-Tri al
LENGTH OF ANMVAR S TRI AL SURPRI SES DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
he is surprised that Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims corruption trial, which
entered its 72nd day today, has been dragging on for so |ong.

"I'mnot surprised at the events that have been unfol ded during the
trial but I'msurprised at the way the proceedi ngs have taken pl ace because
never in the history of this country has a trial dragged on so long, with
ni ne | awyers defendi ng the defendant, and such coverage of a trial that has
never ever been seen in Ml aysia by both the | ocal and the foreign nedia.

"That is what surprises ne. And what surprises nme nost (is) despite al
this, we are accused of not having a fair trial. | don't know what is a
fair trial is if thisis not afair trial," the Prime Mnister said in
response to a question during an interview wi th Bl oonberg news service.

The interview was held after he opened Bl oonberg Mal aysia's new office
at the Petronas Twin Towers here on Saturday. Part of the interview was
ai red by Bl oonberg t oday.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether he felt "a sense of relief" at not
having to testify at the trial of his former deputy.

"I thought it will be good for ne to testify. | wanted to testify. They
(Anwar's | awers) asked nme questions and asked nme to wite the answers. |
feel that nothing | wite would be adequate. | have to speak in the court
itself and explain what actually happened because one of the questions
relates to how | becane convinced (of what was all eged to have been done by
Anwar). That is a |ong process (which) you can't wite it down on paper,"”
he sai d.

Anwar, 51, is facing four charges of corrupt practice with using his
position to interfere in police investigations into allegations of sexua
m sconduct agai nst him

He is also facing five charges of sodomy and anot her charge of corrupt
practice by interfering in an investigation by the Anti-Corruption Agency
into his private secretary, Mhd Azmin Ali

When asked whet her the results of the just-concluded Sabah el ection
woul d i nfluence the decision on when the general elections would be held,

Dr Mahathir said it was natural for people to expect that the results would
play a prom nent role on the general election date.

"I don't think it will have that nuch influence on the genera
el ection... but people' s perceptions are such that they like to take things
as a kind of test for Ml aysia," he said.

The general election was last held in 1995 and is due by April next
year.

Asked how he sees hinself in future as he is 73 now and has been in
power for 18 years, Dr Mahathir said that he had planned to retire | ast
year but could not do so as "ny deputy (Anwar) has | et nme down".

"But I'mlooking forward to retiring as soon as |'ve carried out ny
responsibilities and put things right before handi ng over to ny successor,"
he sai d.

When asked whet her he had international public relations problens, Dr
Mahat hir replied: "W hope that Bl oonberg will help solve that problem"”
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