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Let political clubs be set up in varsities

Har un Hashi m

PERHAPS a significant focus of the recently concluded Umo Genera
Assenbl y was t he concern expressed by the del egat es t hat educat ed young
Mal ays were not joining the party in |arge nunbers.

The concern i s under st andabl e because no political party can survive for
any length of time if it is deprived of a regul ar injection of new bl ood.

Umo is a Malay party and the future of the Malays is its paranmount
obj ecti ve.

Hence Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad in his presidential address
rem nded del egates that the Mal ays had been oppressed for nore than 400
years before Umo cane to the rescue in 1946 in order to focus attention
on why Umo is relevant for the survial of the Malays in the next
m | I enni um

The question arises howis Umo goi ng to nanage sustai nable growth with
the need to recruit educated young Mal ays in the context of today's
realities

To begin with, throughout the ages the young have al ways been anti -
est abl i shment .

This attitude may be expressed in nany ways |like nen with [ ong hair or
t he teddy boys of the 1950s. They just want to be different fromtheir
fathers

It isthe same with politics. Taking an interest in politics has its
begi nni ngs when the young are at university. They want to change the world
and initially express it with being anti-establishnent.

VWhen ny | ate father was the Registrar of Societies he sent for ne one
day. He was obviously agitated about sonething.

Apparently earlier that day he had received t he annual returns of new
of fice bearers of the Socialist Cub of University Ml aya.

My brot her had been el ected secretary of the club. In the 1950's the
soci alists were considered as anti-establishment.

| told nmy father that to be a socialist at 21 was a healthy sign but if
at 40, then may be it woul d be of sonme concern. He rel ented.

Upon graduation, ny brother joined the Foreign Service and retired
recently as Mal aysia's Anbassador to the United States, none the worse for
his socialist views at university.

A del egati on of Mal ayan students net the late Tun H S. Lee, then the
Fi nance M ni ster in London.

VW tried to persuade hi mwhat Mal aya's econom ¢ policy ought to be after
i ndependence.

He said our ideas were that of socialists but we would change upon
returni ng hore when we faced reality.

As an exanpl e he said that the late Tun Isnail Ali was al so a soci al i st
in his youth but he turned out to be the ideal Governor of the Centra
Bank.

The | ate Tun Abdul Razak was a nenber of the Fabian Society during his
student days in London

The society was founded in Britain in 1883 to pronote the gradual spread
of denocratic socialismwiththe strategy of avoi ding direct confrontation
with the State.

Many Mal ayan students at the tinme were i nfluenced by Professor Harold
Laski (1893-1950) of the London School of Econonmi cs.

He was a socialist and political theorist. One cannot say, however t hat



Tun Abdul Razak was a socialist Prime Mnister!.

The nost fertile ground to recruit educated young people to a politica
party nust obviously be the university canpuses in the country and abroad.

That is why there are 29 Umo C ubs at universities worldw de. But there
are no such clubs in Ml aysian universities.

The Prinme M nister said that if Umo clubs are allowed to be forned in
| ocal universities then other political parties should al so be allowed to
do so.

Taking an interest in politics should be distinguished fromtaking an
active part in partisan politics.

For years the Governnent policy has been that students at universities
shoul d concentrate on their studies.

Partisan politics is for those who have graduated. The policy however
has actual |y worked agai nst Umo.

The truth of the matter is that Mal aysian university students |ike their
conpatriots inthe UK, Australia, New Zeal and, |ndia, |ndonesia and
Thail and are political activists.

Atotal ban on partisan politics would appear to be ignoring the reality
of political awareness and activi smof university students.

But the activi smsubsi sts nonet hel ess through for exanple, the Students
Representative Council of each university.

It is understood that 10 out of 11 such councils are doni nated by
supporters of Pas. To be sure, on the quiet, there are al so supporters of
Umo and of other political groups on |ocal university canpuses.

The solution perhaps is to allowpolitical activity to be in the open
and permt the free establishment of political clubs in our |oca
uni versities.

Let such clubs be part of university education for those who are
politically inclined.

They will learn to respect the views of others whilst forming life-1ong
fri endshi ps of having bel onged to the sanme al ma nmat er.

The university is the ideal place to cultivate the practice of
parliamentary denocracy.

Under exi sting conditions, subversion and surreptitiousness have crept
into the university culture

This is not a healthy devel opnent but ari ses because the human spirit
can never be suppressed.

If restriction there be, their activismshould be confined to the canmpus
and certainly not by participating inpolitical denonstrations in public.

Umo knows we reap what we sow.

( END)
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