16 JUL 1999
School s- Takeover
LET SCHOCOLS DECI DE ON TAKEOVER - TERAS

ALOR SETAR, 16 Jul ai (Bernama) -- Teras Pengupayaan Mel ayu (Teras), a
non- gover nment al or gani sati on, feels independent religious schools should
be allowed to decide for thensel ves whether they wi shed to be taken over by
the Education M nistry.

Teras president Mohanmed Azm Abdul Ham d said the ministry, which has
deci ded to assume control of such schools, should only do so in the case of
those schools that agreed to the takeover and allow the others to continue
operating |ike now

"G ve themthe choice of whether to accept the system sought to be
i mpl enented on themand listen to their views first...don't force al
schools to accept the inplenentation," he said.

Azm told reporters this after participating in a discussion on the
t akeover issue at Sekol ah Menengah Aganma Taufi qi yyah Al - Khairiyah
Al - Hal i m yyah i n Padang Lumat near here today.

Teras is invoved in research, education, publication, training and the
pool i ng of resources of the Malay conmunity.

Al so taking part in the discussion were the managenent of 26
i ndependent religious schools in Kedah, Mislim Youth Movenent of Mal aysia
(Abi n), Kedah U amas Association (PUK), Jemaah |slah Mal aysia, Gabungan
Maahad Agama Rakyat Se- Mal aysi a and ot her groups.

PUK presi dent Abu Bakar Awang, who chaired the di scussion, said the
partici pants were unaninmous in their demand that the governnent reviewits
decision to take control of the religi ous schools and also not link the
schools with any political party.

They al so want the government to continue to assist the schools without
i nposi ng conditions, including by setting up a special scheme to help
students to further their studies abroad, he said.

Abu Bakar said a menmorandumon this would be submitted to the Sultan of
Kedah, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Dr Abdul Hamid O hman, Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and the
Kedah I sl am c Affairs Council
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