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Let smal |l er econonies grow gradually, PMtells WO

Azmi M Anshar

LANGKAW , Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
t here had al ways been protests agai nst the Wrld Trade Organi sation
because this "powerful econonic force wants to spread its tentacles to
take over the world".

These economi ¢ forces were usually operated by a few conpani es.

"This is unhealthy," he said during a di al ogue after opening the Lim
"99 International Conference at Porto Mal ai here today.

He said he was not bei ng nostal gi c when he said that for nmany peopl e,

t he WO neans openi ng up narkets so that peopl e can eat only at McDonal d' s
or Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Taking a swipe at the riots yesterday at the opening of the WO Third
M ni sterial Conference in Seattle, Dr Mahathir sai d the venue was "a good
change".

He was alluding to riots that had earlier struck Ml aysi a.

Urging that the WIO had to be fair to people, Dr Mahathir said the
organi sation coul d not expect to think that "what you can do, we can do".

The smal | er and weaker countries not cultivated on the WO s concept of
governance, safety and security neasures had different i deas of doing
t hi ngs.

"W nmust tolerate themand | et themgrow gradual ly.

"The powerful econom es took 200 years to reach that stage (of
devel opnent). We are told to reach that stage tonorrow. "

Recal | i ng how he was urged not to criticise currency traders because it
was depressing share prices on the Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d whil e he was not agai nst the exchange of noney, a nmechani sm
to measure its true worth was needed.

"But currency traders are only a few people notivated by profits,” he
sai d.

"Al'l these clains of market forces disciplining thenselves is
fictitious.

"They don't care about riots in Indonesia or the problens they cause
ot her countries."”

Dr Mahathir said the present regine of currency is "no reginme at all™
because it was dictated by a few peopl e who call thensel ves "nar ket
forces".

Stressing that the Governnment woul d never submit to this coercion, he
said it was unfair to link trade to behaviour.

"If you have noney to armtwi st the world," he said, "this is resorting
to rules of an anarchic society.

"It won't conplenent the world because it is a backwardness in nental
state."

On Smart partnerships that entail nutual benefits, Dr Mahathir called
M crosoft chai rman and chi ef executive officer Bill Gates the bi ggest

profiteer of themall inthe latter's insistence that intellectual rights
be prot ect ed.
Dubbi ng Gates as the man who woul d be the first trillionaire, Dr

Mahat hi r, whil e regarding Gates as his "good friend" who al so sits in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor's International Advisory Panel, said Gates was
obvi ously profiteering.

Dependi ng on the fluctuations of M crosoft stock owned by Gates, the
billionaire is nowworth about US$90 billion (RV342 billion).



At one point, his worth even broke the US$100 billion barrier.

"l agree that businessnmen should | ook into naki ng noney," he said, "but
not that nuch..."”

On pirated Mcrosoft software, Dr Mahathir said it cost at nost about
RMB to manufacture a Mcrosoft CD-ROM content that could be sold at R4
but Gates sold his software, at the | owest, at RMBOO.

"But do we really knowthe true worth of intellectual property?" he
sai d.

"I can understand a product is worth rmuch, particularly if it is froma
phar maceuti cal conpany that goes into Al DS research.”

But for one man to be worth that much, Dr Mahathir said it was obvi ous
that Gates was not into Smart partnerships.

"CGates is taking everything," he said.

"I's it fair to nmake that nuch noney?

It is not snmart. The opposite of that is a smart partnership..."”
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