16 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r- Surpri se
LET THE SURPRI SE BE A SURPRI SE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is not giving away even an iota of a hint about a surprise
announcenent he is speculated to make during the Umo general assenbly
starting here tonorrow.

"If I tell youit won't be a surprise,” he said.

Reporters persistently tried to elicit fromDr Mhathir any hint about
the surprise announcement at a news conference here today after an Umo
pre-council neeting ahead of the general assenbly.

When persuaded further if the announcenent woul d i nvol ve the genera
el ection Dr Mahathir said: "That will also be a surprise. No surprise wll
al so be a surprise."

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, reportedly said recently that
there woul d be an el ement of surprise in his opening address to the
four-day assenbly.

On the specul ated appoi nt nent of former Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46
presi dent Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who has rejoi ned Umo, as Kel antan Umo
chief, Dr Mahathir said: "Anything is possible in Umo."

"Politics is the art of the possible and the inpossible," he said.

Asked if he was denying the speculation, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't
deny anythi ng but you can specul ate."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked by a foreign reporter about the inpact that
jailed fornmer deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad on Umo
and how danmagi ng was the Anwar issue to the party.

Dr Mahathir said the people generally have lost interest in Anwar, who
is serving a six-year jail termfor corruption.

Dr Mahathir said even PAS at its recent "nuktamar" (general assenbly)
did not nention anythi ng about Anwar.

"Not hi ng was said at all about his case, his arrest or his things," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the Anwar issue has now beconme a "historical event
which over time will be forgotten.”

The prime minister told the foreign reporter that Ml aysia has "a good
judiciary and a good | egal system”

Anwar and hi s adopted brother, businessman Sukma Dar mawan Sasmi t at
Madj a, are being jointly tried for sodony.

To anot her question by the same reporter about deciding factors in
calling for the general election, Dr Mahathir said: "W take into
consideration all factors including | ocal opinions, foreign opinions,
everything."
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