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Let the work begin

THE Bari san Nasi onal has successful |y negoti ated the fornmal process of
denocracy that will put together its 10th freely el ected Governnent. Its
victory is a clear indication that "the Barisan Nasional is still the
party of choi ce of the people of Mal aysia", as Prime M nister Dr Mahathir
Mohamad put it at the Press conference after the BN had obtai ned nore than
a two-thirds majority.

The BN s performance, notably i n Sabah, Sarawak, Negri Sembil an and
Johor, should silence its critics. It shows the people's continued support
for its policies.

If there is any doubt about our denmpcractic process, the results of the
10t h general el ection should quell it. Over the | ast 42 years, denpcracy
in Mal aysi a has been sustained on the express w sh of the people for
security and stability in their daily lives.

And the fresh mandat e gi ven by Mal aysi ans to the Bari san Nasional to
govern the country i s based on the expectation that the rakyat's w sh
woul d be respect ed.

As the excitement | eading to polling day dies, both victor and
vanqui shed woul d do wel |l to forgive and forget the hurts arising fromthe
verbal wars fought in the nine-day canpai gn period. The peopl e have chosen
and there is little point in raking up the past. The only way to go is
f orwar d.

Si nce every Yang Berhormat in the Federal and State | egislatures will be
j udged on just how nuch he or she delivers, it istinmetoget towrkto
justify the el ectorates' confidence in them

Renmenber, there are pl edges that nust be kept if the practice of
Mal aysi an denocracy and Governnent istoretaincredibility and respect.
Ther e have been proni ses of good governance and these wi Il doubtl ess be
remenbered by voters.

And, as the Prime Mnister aptly articulated it, "The BNis grateful for
t he support given by the people. W will ensure that this country will
remain free, united and successful .”

There are | essons to be learnt fromthe election. Parties in the BN
whi ch have encount ered unexpected shocks shoul d take stock of the
situation and identify shortconmings. There is a need to | ook at the drop
in support, especially those mnisters who | ost their seats by a big
majority. Several M nisters and Deputy M nisters were anong the | osers.

They are Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Miustapa Mohamed in Jeli, Donestic
Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob in
Parit, Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Paduka Ham d
O hman in Sik, Deputy Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk
Bakar Daud, Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Paduka | brahi mAli and Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri WAn Mbohktar Ahnad.

The post-nortemshould not be left to the Prine Mnister al one, however.
The Menteri Besar, Chief Mnisters and party heads should all contenplate
on what had gone wong in the areas where the BN did not succeed.

For those who suffered defeat, drawstrength and resilience fromthe
experience. Failure is not forever and steps should be taken to ensure
BN s strength in the next general election.

Conplicated as it is, |life goes on and the process of nation-building
wi Il have to continue too as the nation prepares to nove on to t he next
m | I enni um
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