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PULAU PI NANG, Sept 30 (Bernamm) -- The West should give countries like
Mal aysia a chance to prove their capability in tackling the econom ¢
downturn their own way, First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n said
t oday.

He chi ded certain agencies under the United Nations for comng up with
a single nodel for reviving the econonmies of all countries hit by the
downturn in this region.

Each country had its own peculiar problens and it was not possible to
apply one nodel to steer all their econom es out of recession, he told
reporters here.

Speaki ng after opening a sem nar on "Dil enmma of Mal ay Land and Muslim
Endowrent Land in Pul au Pinang : Problenms and Sol utions", he said Ml aysi a
had revived its econony its own way wi thout follow ng the "textbook
sol ution" proposed by the West.

As a multi-racial and multi-religious country, Mlaysia could not
accept policies prescribed by foreigners which could destroy the econony
and split the people, he said.

"W consider the interests of the country and peopl e when sol ving our
econom ¢ problens. Although the West criticised us, it eventually praised
Mal aysia's recovery efforts," he said.

He said this when asked to conment on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad' s address at the UN General Assenbly yesterday which
touched on efforts by the West to control, dom nate and deterni ne the
future of Asian countries.

Dai msaid in a denocracy, not only was the right to choose inportant
but also the freedomto think, and as such Mal aysia should be allowed to
prove that its economic recovery neasures coul d work.

However, he regretted that although many people had finally
acknow edged Mal aysi a's success in turning around its econony, a handful of
people in the country remai ned pessim stic because they were influenced by
out si de el ement s.

Asked whet her the governnment woul d take action to "rescue" the Renong
Group which has suffered | osses of RML, 250 nillion, he shook his head and
said "no".
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