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Power
LI BARAN POANER STATI ON BOASTS OF MANY FI RSTS

SANDAKAN, 18 Feb (Bernama) -- The Li baran Power Station here opened by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today boasts of many firsts
anong i ndependent power plants (IPPs) in the country.

The RM260 million station differs fromthe other I1PPs in ternms of the
type and size of the engine used, output efficiency level, tariff and ot her
t hi ngs.

Omed by Stratvest Sdn Bhd, a nmenber of the Zil group of companies, it
is the biggest investnent so far in Sandakan district.

The 60mw powered station, |located at the Seguntor industrial zone, is
the first in Malaysia to use the | ow speed di esel engine.

The engine, built by Mtsui Engineering and Shipyard of Japan, is the
bi ggest and heavi est anpong all the |PPs.

Each of the four units of the engine is 10 netres high, 27 netres |ong
and wei ghs 400 tonnes.

Stati on manager Zai nal Karjah said they had to be brought fromthe
nearby jetty on a 196-wheel road | oader along a 800-netre road built
specially for the purpose.

He said the station, built to overcone frequent power disruptions in
Sandakan district, was al so expected to boost econoni c devel opnent in the
district with the abundant electricity supply.

Power breakdown, he said, has been a common problemin the district and
the I ast najor outage took place in May 1997 when supply was di srupted for
t hr ee nont hs.

Zainal said the station had a production efficiency of 91 per cent or
8,484 kJ/ kWh (kil ojoule/kilowatt hour), the best in the country.

It also has the lowest tariff rate of 16.1 sen/kWh.

The automatically-operated stati on enpl oys 43 peopl e of which 38 are
| ocal s.

Constructed using the build, own and operate concept, work comrenced in
May 1997 and finished four nonths ahead of schedul e, enabling operations to
start in Decenber |ast year, said Zainal.

He said liitle foreign expertise was used for the project and it
i ncluded the award of the Engi neering, Procurenent and Construction
Contract to a subsidiary of Burneister & Wai n Scandi navi an Contract or of
Dennar k.

Zainal also said that there were only two ninor accidents fromthe tine
constructi on work comrenced until now.

He said the Electricity Supply Departnment issued a |licence to Serve
Vest Power Sdn Bhd, another nenber of the Zil group, to operate and
mai ntain the station for 21 years.

It thus becones the second conpany in the country to be involved in
power plant operation and mai ntenance activities.

The Li baran station channels its supply to Sabah Electricity Sdn Bhd
(SESB), owned 80 per cent by Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad and the bal ance by the
Sabah gover nnent.

The station has a capacity to supply electricity to all areas in the
district until the year 2005 which currently only require 37 nw of power.

In 2002, when the Sabah east coast grid is conpleted, the Libaran
station would al so supply to areas in Lahad Datu, Senporna and Tawau, said
Zai nal
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