27 JUL 1999
LI D Par t ner
LI D NOT READY TO | NvVI TE DEVELOPED COUNTRI ES AS PARTNERS

LANGKAW , July 27 (Bernama) -- The Langkawi International Di al ogue
(LID) is not ready to include devel oped countries as their dial ogue
partners at the nonent, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said
t oday.

"I'f we take devel oped countries as partners, there is a tendency for
themto dom nate things. Because of this, we are not quite happy to include
themin the dial ogue," he said.

The present arrangenment was fine, he told a press conference at the end
of the four-day LID"'99, here.

Mozamnbi que Presi dent Jaoqui m Al berto Chi ssano added: "In Africa, we
have little things to call smart by the other side (devel oped countries),
until we reach their stage then only we can invite them?".

Bot swana Presi dent, Festus CGontebanye Mbgae, said the dial ogue has to
i nclude everybody ultimately at the end.

This is the fourth LID since the first was held in 1995.

The di al ogue partners was expanded to al so include representatives from
t he busi ness sector fromdevel opi ng and devel oped countri es.

The | eaders today sprang a surprise during the press conference by
asking nedi a representatives questions instead of thembeing on the
receiving end -- alnpst simlar to the one held on Sunday.

But this tinme, the nedia representatives -- local and foreign -- were
al l oned to ask questi ons.

First Ladies were also included to participate in the press conference
this tinme.

The nedi a panel included New Straits Times Press group editor-in-chief
Dat uk Kadir Jasin, NSTP editor-at-1large, Hardev Kaur, Utusan Ml aysi a
deputy group editor-in-chief, Sirajuddin Rafia, the Star's business editor,
Wwong Sul ong and NST group editor Ahmad A Talib.
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