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Li ghts, canera, action!

Hani zah Hashi m

UNI VERSI Tl Teknol ogi Mara | ecturer Abdul Razak Mohai deen coul d only tal k
during the lull just before the shooting of a segnent of the tal k show
Sanbi | Senbang- Senbang.

As lecturer in the Departnent of Screen Arts, he is a hands-on man who
checks on equi prent and crew prior to the taping of the show (a joint
effort with Serangkai Hol dings) for RTM

Abdul Razak sai d he was | ooking forward to the first batch of students
for the Bachel or of Arts and diploma in screen arts next nonth.

"Movi e- makers rmust be creative people who are willing to face
chal | enges. They have to be versatile, intelligent and qui ck thinkers.

"I't's the kind of job where you have to be the tahan | asak (hardy) type
who can withstand difficulties. If you cannot tahan | asak, it can be
rough, " he stressed.

Abdul Razak obtai ned a degree in journalismfromuUniversiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysi a and was a journalist before beconing alecturer in nmass
conmmuni cations at 1 T™M

He went on to earn his master's in filmand video at Sheffield Hall am
Uni versity in Britain.

Havi ng directed Dr Mahat hir CEO of Mal aysi a, produced TV dramas |i ke
Anak Mam and Menantu Mam and a feature filmtitled Generl apan, Abdul
Razak knows what he is tal king about.

"Movi e- maki ng i ncorporates all aspects of the screen arts from
scriptwiting, acting, directing and production. The end-product w |l be
on stage, on videotape or film

"Nowadays you have nultinmedia and animati on. Wth the el ectronic village
pl an for the Miul ti medi a Super Corridor as the bi ggest entertai nment centre
in Asia, the opportunities are there.

"W hope to go into nultinmedia and ani mati on soon to cater to the
demand. But for nowwe will focus on basic fil mmaking."

Entry requirenents for the course include SPMwith five credits
i ncl udi ng Engl i sh and Bahasa Ml aysi a for the di pl oma course. The degree
course requires STPMqualifications.

However, experience in the relevant field will be taken into
consi derati on.

Abdul Razak says there is nmuch to be i nproved on as research for his
master's thesis showed that Malaysia's fil mmaking i ndustry was 25 years
behind that of the United States'.

"Local nmovies still cater to the nmasses. There seens to be little room
for avant garde or innovative filns as the industry i s not strong enough.

"The problemis often a | ack of funds. W need sponsors to finance
things like special effects. If the market is there, sponsors will cone
in. The bottomline is the profit margin.

"We need to market our novies better. There shoul d be no reason for our
novi es not selling. Sonetines it is just | ack of exposure. Language shoul d
not be a hindrance.

"Look at Hong Kong novi es i n Cant onese and Bol | ywood novi es in Hindi.
They have a worl dwi de audi ence. "
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