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Li m Remar ks
LI M MJUST APCOLI G SE FOR H S REMARKS, SAYS PPP AND NUPW

KUALA LUVPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- Two organi sations today demanded an
apol ogy fromPrimary Industries Mnister Datuk Dr Li mKeng Yai k and want
himto also retract his statenent regardi ng rubber tappers.

The Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) and the National Union of
Pl antati on Workers (NUPW said that Limshould have checked his facts first
before making the remarks regardi ng rubber tappers in the Dewan Negara on
Thur sday.

PPP president Datuk M Kayveas sai d rubber tappers were responsible for
putting Mal aysia on the world map and maki ng unpl easant renarks about their
occupation was an insult not only to thembut also their famlies.

Lim when answering Senator N. Marinmuthu's question on why the mnistry
had not proposed nonthly wages even though combdity prices had gone up
had said that "how coul d rubber tappers be given nonthly wages when nobody
knows what they do behind the trees."

"I came froman estate and nmy nother was a rubber tapper too. | am
inviting Limto go to one of the estates and see for hinself what can be
done behind a rubber tree," Kayveas said.

Kayveas said he received nunerous calls fromparty nmenbers who were
angry over the remarks.

Li mowes an apology to all the rubber tappers and nust retract the
statenment, he said.

"If he feels nonthly wages are not suitable in the current situation,
then he nmust come up with rules and systemthat suits present condition. Do
somet hing positive...don't provoke sonething just because the workers are
not educated and earn | ess incone,"” he said.

NUPW secr et ary-general G Sankaran said Lims statenent was uncal |l ed
for and the mnister nust apol ogise to the rubber tappers, especially those
working in the estates.

"The rubber tappers have been contributing to the econom ¢ success of
the country for the past 100 years...Gerakan was only established in the
| ate 60's," he said, here.

Sankaran sai d Li mshoul d have given proper reason for rejecting the
proposal instead of humiliating the workers.

"We want himto apoligise within one week or else we will organise
pi ckets wherever he goes. At a Labour Day cel ebration in Sungai Petan
yesterday, the workers expressed their unhappi ness," he said.

Sankaran said it was a pity that such conments canme from a cabi net
mnister at atine Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad was
wor ki ng hard to revive the econony.

"This m ght work agai nst the governnment," he said.

He said the nonthly wage i ssue was shot down by the Industrial Court in
1985 but the union plans to take up the matter again later this year.

Sankaran said the collective agreenent for oil pal mharvesters expires
this year and the NUPWwoul d push for the nonthly salary in their
negotiations with the Mal ayan Agricul tural Producers Association (Mapa).

Meanwhi | e, National Justice Party suprenme council menber Irene
Fernandez said Lims remark smacks of arrogance and ignorance.

"No one can argue that the Ml aysi an econonmy was built and devel oped by
the sweat and bl ood of plantation workers in the country. They remai ned
i sol ated, and when they | eave the plantation, the workers do not even have
the capacity to buy a house," she told a news conference.



She said for the past 100 years and nore, the productivity of workers
had i ncreased trenmendously, but wages remai ned | ow.

They get | ess than RVA00 per nonth despite tapping over 800 trees a
day, she said.

Fernandez said Limhad failed to address the i ssues confronting

pl antati on workers who still remain poor, denied of facilities and proper
nmedi cal care.
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