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LI MA HAS SPURRED | NTEREST | N AERCSPACE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , Dec 4 (Bernama) -- The Langkawi International Maritine and
Aerospace (Lim) series of exhibitions has progressed through the years and
spurred interest anong Mal aysians in the aerospace field, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The prime mnister said there was now a great deal of interest anopng
the youth in the nation who were interested in flying and even in buil ding
their own experinental aircraft.

"The aerospace industry has al so devel oped to a stage where we can
manuf acture wi ng parts and have airfrane stretching capability and the
capacity to do design work and al so i ndi genous know how in flight
sinmulators,” he told a news conference at the Mahsuri |nternationa
Exhi bition Centre, here.

"We cannot build big aircraft but we can play a role in the design,
construction and engi neering of aircraft of various sizes...this
devel opnent of the aerospace industry is faster than | had expected," he
sai d.

He said Lima had paid off handsonely in terns of awakening the
consci ousnes of Mal aysi ans about flying, aircraft engi neering and
construction of aircraft and the |ike.

He al so said that with the inprovenent in the econony, the governnent
woul d al l ocate nore funds for the devel opment of the aerospace industry.

Mal aysi an participation in the Lim' 99 exhibition was nore significant
because they had all conme together in one place to show Mal aysia's
capabilities, Dr Mahathir said.

Transfer of technology and joint ventures between | ocal and
i nternational conpani es had al so i ncreased since the first exhibition in
1991, he added.

The si x-day show, which attracted sonme 1,000 |ocal, regional and
i nternational conpani es, conprises two segnents -- the maritinme segnment
organi sed by HWLIMA and the aerospace segnent managed by LI MA Le Proton.

Dr Mahathir, who is in Langkawi since the official opening on
Wednesday, is scheduled to | eave for Alor Setar tonorrow. The Linma '99
exhibition is schedul ed to be closed by Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Li ng Liong Sik tonorrow.
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