06 DEC 1999
LI MA- Honme
LI MA PARTI CI PANTS, Al RCRAFT LEAVE FOR HOVE

LANGKAW , Dec 6 (Bernama) -- Aircraft which took part in the LIMA 99
show here began their exodus fromthe island with the internmttent roar of
jets taking off fromthe international airport at Padang Matsirat
t hr oughout the day.

Among the first to | eave were the pair of United States Air Force F-15
Eagl e acconpani ed by a four-engined tanker aircraft.

They were followed by the nine Hawks belonging to the British Royal Air
force Red Arrows aerobatic teamwhich flew to Bangkok for their trip home
and the turbo propeller planes of the Royal Australian Air Force
"Roul ettes" team headi ng towards Singapore on their way Down Under.

MG 29 fighters of the Royal Malaysian Air Force also left for their
hone bases t oday.

Organi sers of the six-day Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace
exhibition (LIMA '99), which ended yesterday, said about 100 military and
commercial aircraft took part in the show.

A Departnent of Civil Aviation (DCA) spokesman told Bernama the weat her
was overcast with low clouds and rain until afternoon but nost of these
sophi sticated aircraft were robust and equipped to fly in all weather
condi ti ons.

The DCA official said the Russian Sukhoi fighters, including the highly
rated Su-30KI from KNAAPO whi ch di spl ayed their awesone capability outside
their country for the first tine at LIMA woul d be | eaving tonorrow.

He said hal f of the Russian contingent of some 500 people |left for hone
onboard a chartered Aeroflot airliner in the evening. About 30 Russian
conmpani es took part in the exhibition, making Russia the |argest country
partici pant.

A aircraft services conpany official said usually it would take a
coupl e of days for the participants to nove their personnel and equi prment
out of the exhibition areas.

The show, opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on
Dec 1, attracted sone 1,000 conpani es from about 40 countri es.

The maritinme segnent of LIMA was organised by HWLIMA while the
aer ospace section was organi sed by Le Proton Lina.
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