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Li ng: People's discipline, unity hel ped recovery
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today
Mal aysi a managed to lift itself out of the recent econonmic crisis due to
the unity and discipline of its people.

"I nmprovenent in the econony was achi eved because t he vari ous races were
united and disciplined in facing the crisis,” he said at the openi ng of
the 46t h MCA general assenbly at the party headquarters.

The assenbly, attended by nore than 2,400 del egat es, was opened by Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

Dr Ling said the political and social stability which Ml aysi ans had
been enj oyi ng was very strong and had not been threatened.

"This i s one point which sets Mal aysia apart fromthe other Asian
countries which were affected by the economic crisis."”

He said the Governnent and t he peopl e had nade a | ot of sacrifices and
efforts to overcone economc difficulties, and this spirit of co-operation
and contribution had all owed Mal aysia to recover fromthe crisis.

"I't cannot be denied that the visionary | eadership of Dr Mahathir was a
very i nmportant factor that prevented our econony frombei ng attacked and
controlled by foreigners.

"It is, infact, not wong to say that Dr Mahat hir was t he savi our of
our econony," he sai d, addi ng that everyone shoul d appreciate his efforts.
Dr Ling al so said although the political climte had changed alittle,
the various races in Malaysia would still strongly support the Barisan

Nasi onal in the next general election.

"There i s no other coalition which can bring devel opnment, political
stability, social harnony and econoni ¢ progress besides the Bari san
Nasi onal ," he said.

He pl edged MCA's full support for every Barisan Nasional candidate in
t he next general electionto ensure that the coalitionis returned with as
convincing a nandate as in the previ ous general el ection.

On the MCA party election, Dr Ling said he was very happy to see nenbers
enphasi sing party unity and stability, which resulted in branch, division
and State el ections proceedi ng snoot hly.

He said at branch level, 96 per cent of new office-bearers were el ected
wi t hout contest, while at division level, 75 per cent of new faces were
brought in the same way.

For the MCA Youth and Wanita elections at State | evel, 80 per cent of
t he posts were won wi t hout contest.

"Conprom se shoul d not be seen as a betrayal of principle or as a sign
of weakness, but rather, the manifestation of strength, w sdomand
political maturity. It is the way to nove forward."

Dr Ling said the enphasis on encouragi ng wonen to join the party had
paid off with 60,000 wonen applying to join MCA Wanita since | ast year.

"Wth the increase in wonen nenbers, a newculture within the MCA will
be born, where there will be nore caring, sensitivity and harnony, which
will strengthen the unity of the party."

On the i ssue of education, he said the MCA woul d conti nue to expand
Kol ej Tunku Abdul Rahrman to enable the college to play a greater role in
t he devel opment of education in Ml aysi a.
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