18/ 02/ 1999

Ling: W still need PM s | eadership

RAWANG, Wed. - The Mal aysi an Chi nese community is not easily influenced by
t he propaganda of certain groups whi ch have questi oned Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s | eadership as Prine M nister.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today, on the other
hand, the Chinese community wanted Dr Mahathir to continue | eadi ng the
country as long as his health permtted.

"I amconfident that the Chinese conmunity has not been i nfluenced and
the community supports the | eadership of Dr Mahathir and the Bari san
Nasi onal ," he told reporters at the Sel ayang MCA Di vi si on open house here.

Dr Ling said this when asked whet her the Chinese conmmunity was
i nfl uenced by t he propaganda of certain groups which discredited the
Gover nnent and questi oned the present | eadership of Dr Mahathir.

He said it was right that a visionary and charismatic | eader |ike Dr
Mahat hir shoul d receive full endorsenent fromthe peopl e.

"For instance, in countries where there are such quality |eaders, the
peopl e woul d ral Iy behi nd themand often dermand that they continue to
| ead.

"The party feels that we have found such a leader ... so it our duty to
continue to back him" he said.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, was al so asked on the use of
caneras by the police to nab illegal racers.

G ving his endorsenment, he said the police had taken the right step as
illegal racers had been warned many tinmes before.

"They are not only endangering their |ives but those of other road
users. W have even enhanced the penalty (against illegal road racers) but
this has not put a stop to illegal racing.”

On the energency | anding of a Mal aysia Airlines Boeing 737 at the
Kuching Airport | ast Saturday, Dr Ling said he had received a prelimnary
report on it.

On whether it was true that the incident coul d have been caused by the
airport operating without its instrunent | andi ng system whi ch had been
sent for servicing, the minister said he could not say anything until he
received a full report.

On the shipping industry, Dr Ling said Hanjin Shipping Line president
Soo Ho Chor would visit Port Klang on Monday to | ook at its efficiency,
productivity and | oad capability.

He sai d Hanjian Shi pping, which is one of South Korean major shipping
Iines, was one of Port Klang' s nmjor users.

"Thei r contai ner vol unmes have been i ncreasing and there is a possibility
that this will increase further following Soo's visit. The nore the nmain
lines come in, the nore Port Klang will be connected to the rest of the
wor |l d. "
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