21/ 06/ 1999

Li ng confident of BN coalition's win

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik is
confident that the Barisan Nasional will be able maintainits two-thirds
majority in the forthcom ng general el ection.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, said the coalition wll be
returned with the sane huge mandate as in the | ast polls as the opposition
pact was in disarray.

"The opposition pact is a narri age of conveni ence. They are strange
bedfel | ows, each with their own dreans but sharing the same bed,"” he said
aft er openi ng t he MCA Sel angor St ate Convention at MCA headquarters today.

Dr Ling said voters shoul d support Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and the BN to show hi mtheir gratitude as he had saved the country
fromthe economnmic crisis.

"Voters should vote for the BN for continued progress," he said.

On MCA party el ections, he said del egates voted in a good teamt hree
years ago.

"I hope this year, the delegates will vote to retain this team" he
sai d.

Asked about the Singapore Business Tinmes editorial, Dr Ling said
Si ngapor e newspapers shoul d | ook at the situation in their own country
bef ore maki ng conment s about the political situation of nei ghbouring
countries.

Meanwhi | e, MCA deputy treasurer-general Datuk Loke Yuen Yow sai d he was
still running for the MCA Yout h chai rman post, and di spel | ed Chi nese Press
reports that the candidates for the coming Youth wing el ections had
al ready been pre-determined to avoi d contests.

"I would like to stress that | have not w thdrawn ny candi dacy for the
post," Loke, who is MCA Yout h deputy chai rman and al so Deputy Yout h and
Sports Mnister said.
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