13/10/ 1999

Ling urges comittee to join NEAC Il panel

PORT KLANG, Tues. - The invitation to the working conm ttee of the
Mal aysi an Chi nese Organi sations' El ecti on Appeal s to sit on the Second
Nati onal Economic Consultative Conmittee is still open, said MCA president
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today.

"1 have explained to themthat NECC || was an i nportant forum

"Many policies formul ated and i npl enent ed, incl udi ng on nati onal
devel oprment and national unity, were born at the NECCI.

"NECC Il has the same function. It is |ooking at devel opnent and unity
policies in the year 2000 and beyond," he said.

The El ection Appeal s panel, which had outlined a 17-point manifesto, had
on Saturday declined an invitation by MCAto sit on the NECCII| conmittee.

Dr Ling said, neverthel ess, MCA had sent an official invitation today to
the committee.

"There are many Chi nese educationi sts, who are nenbers of the El ection

Appeal s panel .
"They can share their ideas and gain new ones fromtheir Ml ay and
I ndian counterparts, who sit inthe NECCIIl, if they were represented.

"MCA, Gerakan and SUPP are al so represented in the forumand t hey
(El ection Appeal s) woul d have direct access to them"

Dr Ling said they should accept the invitation and contribute to the
cause.

"I hope they can identify their candi dates soon so that | cantalk to
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, to have themi ncl uded i n
the forum" he said, while speaking to reporters after addressi ng a 250-
nenber del egati on fromthe Associ at ed Chi nese Chanmber of Conmerce and
I ndustry of Mal aysia here.
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