17/ 02/ 1999
Li ng: Submit report on energency | andi ng

Kamar ul Yunus
TRANSPORT M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik wants the rel evant
authorities to submt areport to his mnistry onthe incident where a
Mal aysia Airlines' Boeing 737 aircraft was damaged after making an
emer gency | andi ng i n Kuchi ng | ast Sat urday.
"I amwaiting for the report,” he told reporters after wel com ng Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali to the MCA's Chi nese New Year gathering in Kualal Lunpur
yest er day.
Dr Ling was asked to comment on a news report yesterday that a Ml aysi an
Airlines' aircraft, with passengers on board, was severely damaged whil e
trying to make an emergency | andi ng at the Kuching International Airport.
The i nci dent, which occurred at 11am was believed to have resulted
froma mal functioning of the instrunent | andi ng systemat the airport. No
casual ties were reported.
Noting that he was not aware or inforned of the incident, Dr Ling said
he will only comment on the matter after reading the report.
"Once | get the report, | will let you know. | don't want to specul ate
until | get the report fromthe officials in charge," he said.
Commenting on the Year of the Rabbit, Dr Ling said he believed that 1999
will bring prosperity to the country.
"As what the Feng Sui master predicts, | believe there will be positive
changes this year. My hope is for the country's econony to recover as soon
as possible and | urge all Ml aysians to unite towards achieving this," he
sai d.
He added that MCAwi |l continue to support the Government and Dr
Mahathir s Prime M nister.
"l always say that whenever you find a good, wi se, caring and benevol ent
| eader, you nust give himfull support so that he can continue to | ead the
nation and to a certain extent, the region.
"I think Dr Mahathir is one such | eader ... a good | eader, far-sighted,
caring, w se and benevol ent. W should allowhimto | ead the country as
long as his health allows him" he said.
Dr Ling al so said he was confident that under Dr Mahathir's | eadership,
Mal aysi a woul d be abl e to resol ve any probl emand face t he chal | enges
ahead.
On whether MCAw Il enul ate Umo's nove not to hold its general election
this year, Dr Ling, who is al so MCA president, said there was no provision
under the party's constitution that allows it to defer its election.
MCAw Il holdits general election on July 17. Prior to the general
election, the party will holdits branch elections in April, foll owed by
division elections in May, and state el ection for its Wanita and Youth
novenents in June.
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