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LI ON DANCE WELCOVE FOR DR MAHATHI R AT SANDAKAN Al RPORT

SANDAKAN, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Still in a Chinese New Year nood, the
peopl e of Sandakan gave Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad a
rousi ng lion dance wel come when he arrived for a three-day visit to Sabah
t oday.

Upon arrival at the airport on a special aircraft at 10.50am Dr
Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali were greeted by
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, state mnisters and Sabah BN
conponent party | eaders.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah shook hands and exchanged pl easantri es
with local residents representing various ethnic groups at the airport.

About 5, 000 peopl e and nenbers of the Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
conponent parties began to gather at the airport grounds as early as 8amto
wel come Dr Mahat hir.

Sone were carrying banners expressing support for Dr Mahathir's
| eadership and the ruling BN

Informati on M nister Datuk Mohanmed Rahmat, Deputy Health M nister Datuk
Wra Mhanmed Ali Rustamand Deputy Primary Industries M nister Datuk
H shammuddi n Tun Hussein were al so present.

Dr Mahathir would attend two functions during his half-day visit here.

He wi |l address a Kongsi Raya gathering organi sed by the Sabah BN at
the Yu Yuan Secondary School nulti-purpose hall before going to the
Seguntor Industrial Area to open the 60 Megawatt Libaran Power Station.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to | eave for Kota Kinabalu at about 2.30pmto
continue his visit to the state.

I n KOTA KI NABALU, he woul d | aunch the Sabah Natives' Affairs Council at
the Sabah Cultural Centre in Penanpang.

Toni ght, he would attend a kongsi raya gathering at Likas sports
conpl ex.
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