21/11/ 1999
Li ne-up carefully sel ected

Abdul Razak Ahnad
ALOR STAR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today advi sed Bari san
Nasi onal | eaders who had been dropped as candi dates to support those
repl aci ng them

Speaki ng over Radio Alor Star, the Prime Mnister said the BN |ine-up
was carefuly selected to ensure an injection of newideas.

He sai d al t hough many seni or politicians who were not chosen were stil
capabl e and energetic, "we nmust be willing to sacrifice".
"Al though sone of the candidates may not be wel | -known, give them
support, because they were al so taken frombranch and di vi si onal |evels."
He said the BN had deliberated very carefully on the selection of its
candi dat es.

"There's no one candi date who i s both popul ar and capable (in equa
neasures). "

He al so advi sed voters to choose carefully.

"Vot ers nust choose rationally as the electionis to forma Gover nnent
and not to vent anger at anyone."

Asked | ater by reporters about his chall enger who unexpectedly replaced

Dat uk Harun Din, Dr Mahathir said: "I thought that Harun was going to run
agai nst ne, but he has decided not to. | don't know for what reason."
"Firstly, he (Subky) is not fromhere, he's fromPerak. |I don't know

what his contributions are to this place, and whether he knows the
probl ens of |ocals."

"I've been here long. In 1995, | won with an over 17,000-vote najority.
If | can get asimlar majority, Al hanmdulillah (thanks be to God). Wat's
inmportant is | win."

He said the election woul d be deci ded based on the BN s proven track
record and not on specific issues which the Opposition had tried to
hi ghl i ght .

"Maybe, anmong the so-called intellectuals in Kuala Lunpur, these issues
are inportant, but here they are interested in basic things," he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that voters in rural areas understood that this was an
el ection to set up a Governnent to |l ead the country into the next
m | I enni um

He said the BN had t he experience and track record. "In rural areas,
voters are nore interested in these issues.”
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