04/ 06/ 1999

Local education systemcan provi de know edge workers for MSC

CYBERJAYA, Thurs. - The Ml aysi an educati on systemw || have no probl em
suppl yi ng t he 20, 000 knowl edge wor kers needed for the Mul ti nedi a Super
Corridor, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

The Governnent's enphasi s on education has | ed to an abundance of public
and private universities and col | eges, whi ch woul d provide the MSCw th
its nost crucial asset - human capital.

"The key determi nant for the MSC s success, for our leap into the
I nformati on Age and mastering of the know edge-driven econony, is human
capital ," he told 600 first-year students during their orientation at the
Mul ti medi a Universiti here.

"As the first private university to be located within the Miultinedia
Super Corridor, the MMJis inaprine positionto fulfil this need and
devel op our human capital," Najib said.

Whol |y owned by Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd and twi n sister canpus of
Uni versiti Tel ekom(Unitele) in Mal acca, the MU wi |l be launched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on July 9.

Najib cited the MMJ s research and devel opnent joint ventures with 60-
odd MSC conpani es as exanpl es of "smart partnershi ps" between i ndustry,
academi a, entrepreneurship and venture capital, which shoul d be enul at ed.

For ei gn conpani es i nvolved in the MSCIike N ppon Tel egraph and
Tel ephone, Lucent Technol ogi es, I ntel and Al catel have al so contri buted
towards setting up multinedia chairs in the university.

The MMJ s "intelligent features" include nultinedialecture facilities,
intelligent building systens, energy-efficent systens, a digital library
and an i ntegrated canpus managenent system

Wi | e one faculty buil ding and some conputer |aboratories are still
under goi ng construction, university president Dr Ghaut h Jasnon said t hey
woul d be conpleted by the tine classes start in two weeks.

The 600 pi oneer students will be joined by 2,800 seniors fromUnitele,
Ghaut h sai d, adding that MMU woul d eventual |y have the capacity for up to
16, 000 students in six or seven years.

The RVB50 million university has four faculties - Creative Miltinedia,
Engi neeri ng, Managenent and | nf or mati on Technol ogy.

Tuition fees range fromRW, 000 to RML3, 000 a year, depending on the
cour se.

MWJ of fers four Bachel ors of Science programmes under the Faculty of
Creative Mul ti nedi a, six Bachel ors of Engi neering (Facul ty of Engi neering)
as wel |l as four Bachelors of I T and two Bachel ors of Multinedia (Faculty
of IT).

Its Faculty of Managerment offers four Bachel ors of Business
Adni ni stration progranmes, two Bachel ors of Mil ti nedi a degrees, a Bachel or
of Accounting and a Bachel or of Financial Engi neering programme.
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