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EVEN i n the midst of intense construction, sone senbl ance of structura
cohesi veness i s al ready apparent in Putrajaya, Mal aysia's new

admi ni strative capital

So, upon conpletion of the project 15 years fromnow, Ml aysi ans can
expect an aesthetically pleasing city where the siting of its various
conponent s and urban desi gn woul d "hang together”, as Putrajaya
Cor poration president Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abidin succinctly putsit.

Sensitive | andscapi ng woul d | end greenery and fluidity to a city whose
fulfilnment represents alandmark i n Mal aysi a's hi story of urban pl anni ng.

Phase One is com ng al ong as conceived and "I think we are going to get
our well-planned city", enthuses Azizan, effectively the "Mayor" of
Putraj aya.

"W will be ready to open and receive the first batch of civil servants
at the end of May," he says.

The Prime Mnister's Ofice and the Prinme Mnister's Departrment wil |
spearhead the nove to Putrajaya al though the dates have not been
ascert ai ned.

Phase One conprises the Government precinct and sonme of its periphery,
supporting infrastructure such as public utilities and anenities, parks as
well as 2,267 units of residential hones.

Construction began in mid-1996 and 30 bl ocks of governnent offices
totalling 16 nmillion square feet of gross floor area will be conpleted
before the end of the year.

Real i sati on of Phase One in eight nonths' time nmeans a step closer to
acconplishing a national project which seeks to relocate the
adm ni strative offices of Mal aysia's Federal Governnent to an area outsi de
Kual a Lunpur.

The rel ocati on proposal traces its roots back to the late 1970s. At the
ti me, Janda Bai k i n Pahang was consi dered as a suitable site for that
pur pose, but, for various reasons, the idea did not materialise.

Later, a spot in Prang Besar, Sel angor, was identified and submtted as
t he best | ocation for the new Federal Governnment adm ni strative centre.

When Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | aunched t he proj ect
in 1995, he renaned Prang Besar Putrajaya, after Malaysia's first Prime
M ni ster Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -Haj.

The same year, Putrajaya Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd was set up to devel op
Putraj aya. The conpany is owned by Petronas (40 per cent), Khazanah
Nasi onal Bhd (40 per cent), the investnent armof the Governnent, and
Kunpul an Wang Amanah Negara (20 per cent).

A year | ater, Putrajaya Corporation was consolidated as a body corporate
responsi bl e for the planning, managenent and adm ni strati on of Putrajaya.
It al so exercises the function of alocal authority to provide, anbng

ot her things, urban services.

Two mai n factors have driven the relocation inmpulse: torelievethe
pressure on Kual a Lunmpur's overstretched infrastructure and to allowthe
Federal Government to have a proper "home" for its administrative centre.

Ther e has been constant upgradi ng of Kual a Lumpur's roads, sewage,
drai nage and water supply systens and all at great costs.

In sone cases, inprovenent work cannot be done because it woul d have
meant di ggi ng under buil di ngs and roads.

To ensure Kual a Lunpur's unhi ndered grow h as Mal aysia' s princi pa



busi ness and financial centre, it was deci ded that the best sol ution would
be to transfer a major conponent of the city to another site.

Currently, nost of the mnistries and departnents are housed i n sub-
standard bui | di ngs. Many are al so badly di spersed, a condition hardly
conduci ve for operational and managenent efficiency.

A wel |l -planned adnministrative centre with state-of-the-art facilities
and t echnol ogy woul d enhance effi ci ency and producti vity besi des boosti ng
the noral e of civil servants.

Agai nst that rationale, the shift to Putrajaya seens inevitable and as
Azi zan notes, "we shoul d have noved away fromKual a Lunpur a long tinme
ago".

Al ot of thought has gone i nto designing Putrajaya, a point which Azi zan
| oves enphasi si ng.

These days tal ki ng about Putrajaya is a source of joy to Azi zan whose
many passions include urban design.

"What we are doing here is devel oping a planned city, sothisis arare
opportunity for Malaysiato build a city fromscratch

"We have put in alot of effort to plan for its devel opnent,

i ncorporating the | atest ideas for a successful city," says Azizan.

"W hope we will not encounter problens of msfits between the
facilities and their demand."

In sticking closely to its planning objectives and urban design
gui del i nes, Putrajaya's developer is trying to neet the ideal of a planned
city which woul d gi ve dwel | ers maxi mnumanenities.

That means arrangi ng sections of the city - adninistrative, conmercial,
residential and recreational - in an orderly way, providing an efficient
transportation systemwithinthe city and to the outside world, offering
safe, sanitary and confortable housing in a variety of dwelling types,
satisfying the need for green spaces and rel axation outl ets and ensuring
adequat e and econoni cal water supply, sewerage and public services

Much has been said about Putrajaya being an intelligent city where
t el emedi ci ne, smart school s and conput er - based i nteraction between t he
public and the Government will be a way of life.

Despite its futuristic elenment, however, the designers of Putrajaya are
adamant that the newurban centre should reflect Mal aysia's identity and
cultural roots

"Putrajaya is a project for posterity, we are building it for the next
generation," says Azizan.

"As such, the main buildings will have to be well designed to be
timeless Iike the Sultan Abdul Samad Buil di ng i n Kual a Lunpur. "

Striving to dispel the picture of governnent bl ocks as being dull and
wi t hout remarkabl e or interesting features, each group of structures in
Putrajaya will stand out because of its own distinctive visual image.

VWile the buildings will be styled in the vernacul ar fashion, the
structural detailswill mrror Malaysia's richarchitectural heritage, a
| egacy of Islamic, British, Chinese, and I ndian i nfluences.

For example, the construction at Parcel D conprising offices of the
Home, Human Resources, Transport and Rural Devel oprment ministries, the
Anti-Corruption Agency and Jabat an Kemaj uan | sl am Mal aysi a (Jakin) hints
of Mborish nagnetism

The near conpl eted bl ocks in Parcel B which house the Prine Mnister's
Departnment, on t he other hand, bear traces of traditional kanmpung house
simplicity.

But subtlety is the operative word here. The ol d and new, juxtaposed
wi th one another in a tasteful nmanner.

It is a philosophy which Azi zan espouses whol eheartedl y and whi ch was
applied successfully - if approval frommany Mal aysi ans i s any indication



- inthe interior design of Petronas Twi n Towers.

"We are trying to make that work in Putrajaya," says Azizan, who is al so
Pet ronas chai r man.

But have there been problens in assenbling the city?

"What ever difficulties we have encountered are basically nornmal ones
such as getting everybody to work in tandemto neet the deadlines, for
exanpl e.

"But because we are starting fromscratch we have got fewer constraints
than if we were involved in urban renewal ," says Azi zan.

Putraj aya's pl anners are not just erecting acity of inpressive bl ocks.

More inportantly, they are putting together a new comunity of the next
m || enni um

For that reason, Putrajaya Corporation is working out programes to help
people to adapt toliving in the newadmnistrative capital.

In short, what they have to do to be a part of the Putrajaya comunity.

Houses in the newcity are fencel ess, for exanple, so dwellers nmust get
used to the safe city concept. Fortunately, people will be relocating to
the city in stages, making it nanageabl e for Putrajaya Corporation
officials to hel p inhabitants adjust thenselves to the newcity.

Even so, it remains to be seen howthe new comunity will take to
Putrajaya. But it is an opportunity for city residents to shape their
environnent and to nake the city work for them

Si nce the success of any city hinges on the dynam smof its popul ation,
it is crucial that woul d-be residents of Putrajaya psychol ogi cally prepare
t hensel ves to enbrace what has been hailed as a newera in Malaysia's city
pl anni ng.

( END)
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