13 JUL 1999
Naj i b- Lear ni ng
LOCAL | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG TO BE GRADED

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- All local institutions of higher
learning will be evaluated and graded from next year based on their
performance and quality, said Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak.

He said the National Accreditation Board (LAN) woul d conduct the
eval uati on based on the quality of the teaching staff, facilities
avai |l abl e, curricul umand nmanagenent.

"LAN woul d conduct the evaluation fromnext year and the results would
be made public," he told reporters after opening a higher education sem nar
her e today.

Naji b said the grading systemwas ai med at ensuring that both public
and private institutions of higher learning in the country maintain a high
education quality.

It is also ainmed at establishing greater conpetition for excellence
anong the local institutions of higher |earning.

He said the eval uation and gradi ng woul d al so hel p students and parents
in picking the preferred institution of higher |earning.

Naji b said the evaluation and gradi ng woul d be done annually. LAN, an
i ndependent body, can work with others in the collation of data and there
is no political interference on the assessnent.

He al so said public institutions of higher learning in the country
woul d adopt a uni formand integrated approach in inplenmenting the
E-uni versity concept to avoid duplication.

The National Hi gher Education Council (MPTN) in its neeting yesterday
had accepted a paper on the E-university concept proposed by a comittee
with representatives fromall |ocal public universities.

"The E-university concept is a five-year termagenda and we will | ook
intoits inplications,” he said.

Najib said the concept was in line with the call by Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhamad for the country's education systemto be
reengi neered in introduci ng technol ogy in education

"W see this as a conprehensive approach on university adm nistration,
student intake, information on individual student's perfornmance and the
teachi ng and | earni ng process, " he said.
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