21/ 07/ 1999

Local nedia has not "1ost watchdog role

JITRA, Tues. - The local nedia has not lost its role as the watchdog of
society although it nay be nore inclined to support the Governnent, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

He said this was because the | ocal nmedia continued to criticisethe
Gover nment when it was necessary.

"Some of the newspapers may be nore inclined in supporting the
Government but they are also critical

"They are critical when it is necessary...not to the extent of (saying)
everything the Governnent does is wong," he said, adding that if this
happened the nmedia would lose its credibility.

Citing Pas newspaper Harakah as exanpl e, Dr Mahathir said the paper had
no credibility because its reports condemmed t he Governnent for everything
it did.

"The paper has no credibility," he said when asked if the nedia's role
as wat chdog of society would be affected if their reports were pro-

Gover nnent .

The Prime M nister was speaking to reporters after visiting Kanpung
Kubang Pasu near here.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Kubang Pasu Menber of Parlianment, was at the
operation centre at the village as part of his regular visit to his
constituency.

Asked how the credibility of local nmedia would be affected because of
its tendency to be inclined towards one political party or the other, Dr
Mahat hir said it was normal for the nedia to choose who it wanted to
support.

He said even in Britain, some newspapers supported the Conservative
party while other the Labour party.

“It's a free country, we al so have nedi a which don't support the
Gover nnent .

" Some newspapers pick up i ssues |ike the South Indian Labour Fund and
say the CGovernnent doesn't care about the people although this is not
true...but this shows in Ml aysia we have freedomof the Press.”

Later, speaking at a Press conference at the Sultan Abdul Halimairport
in Kepal a Batas at the end of his two day official visit to Kedah, Dr
Mahat hir said Pas' claims that it could west control of a fewstates in
the com ng general election was just an old story repeated by the
opposi tion party during every el ection.

Asked to comment on his frequent usage of the word "nerayu' (appeal)
when gi vi ng speeches during his visit here, Dr Mahathir said he used the
wor d because:

"W al ways appeal ...we cannot direct people or try to incite them

"We try to influence people truthfully by appealing to them

Dr Mahat hir sai d sone peopl e were confused, becane too enotional and
closed their mnds to everything while there were others who could still
l'isten.

"To themwe appeal ...it is not wong to appeal ."

Asked i f Barisan Nasional was worried about the "peopl e's confusion", Dr
Mahat hir said "this is not about getting worried."

He said it was the Government's responsibility to win over peopl e who
had been | ed astray, especially through lies told by opposition parties.

On hi s repeated reni nders asking the people to be thankful and gratefu



for what they had, Dr Mahathir said this was because sone peopl e,
especi al Iy students, university | ecturers and professional s forget they
are enjoyi ng what they had because of the Governnent.
"They are told by Pas | eaders to be thankful only to God."
( END)
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