21/ 05/ 1999
Long, arduous journey pays off for Kadir

Anni e Freeda Cruez

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, who was appoi nt ed
Culture, Arts and TourismM nister, was one of the happi est persons
foll owi ng the Cabi net reshuffle.

"It was a |l ong and arduous journey but it has paid off.

"It is abefitting exanple to the young politicians to have patience for
they will reap what they have toiled for," said the father of four, of his
climb up the political |adder.

He said he was inforned earlier of the good news by the Prinme M nister
but waited for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to nmake the of fici al
announcernent .

Kadir had his primary education at Sekol ah Mel ayu Tawar fol | owed by
Sekol ah Menengah Sul tan Badl i shah Kulim

He sel f-studied for the H gher School Certificate and passed with a full
certificate in 1962.

He studied law at Lincoln's Inn, London.

Abdul Kadir who taught as a teacher at Sekol ah | nggeri s Serdang and
Sekol ah Kebangsaan Baling, both in Kedah started as a clerk at the Public
Works Departnent, Alor Star in 1960 before noving to the Foreign M nistry.

Anong positions held by Abdul Kadir are:

* 1971 to 1974 - political secretary to the Mnister of Welfare
Servi ces, April 1982 to May 1983 - Parlianmentary secretary in the
Foreign Mnistry;

* October 1990 to May 1995 - Deputy Donestic Trade and Consunmer Affairs
M ni ster;

* May 1995 to January 1999 - Deputy Human Resources M ni ster and

* January 1999 to now - Deputy Home M nister.

"The short stint at the Hone Mnistry is sonething very nenorable as |
i ked working with Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw ,
and there were a l ot of things especially | aws and regul ations that | felt
needed to be inproved.”

Speaking to reporters at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Sekysen 24 here
t oday, Abdul Kadir said the Mnistry posed a |l ot of chall enges.

However, he added that he was al so | ooki ng forward to faci ng anot her new
chall enge as a Mnister.

Abdul Kadir said upcom ng politicians nmust have patience and rise step
by step i nstead of seeking positions inmediately.

( END)
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