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KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernamm) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k today joined the chorus of criticisnms by Barisan Nasional (BN
| eaders on the Singapore Business Tines' editorial report two days ago,
saying "it is too anusing to nerit a serious conment."

He said the report was "accurately mirroring the republic's own

probl ens. "

" Si ngapore newspapers better | ook at thenselves first before tal king
about others. | think (forner prinme mnister) Lee Kuan Yew has been
governing for 31 years, (and) he's still there. | think we don't enjoy

t al ki ng about nei ghbouring countries," said Dr Ling, who is Transport
M ni ster.

The newspaper in its editorial on Friday said wi nning the genera
el ection would not seal Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
| egacy "because that will only cone if he can set the foundations for
Mal aysi a' s sustai ned econom ¢ progress in the new m || enniumunder a new
team"

It also said the BN coalition had been characteri sed by conponent
parties which showed a very |ow propensity for renewal. It said Dr Ling had
been at the hel mof MCA since 1986, M C s Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu since
1980 and al so pointed to no Gerakan | eadership change for nore than a
decade.

' They should mind their own business. It is a frivolous and reckl ess
report by a foreign newspaper,” Dr Ling told reporters after opening
Sel angor MCA convention at the party headquarters, here.

Dr Mahathir said yesterday that the Singapore press had a "habit of
witing nasty things" about the country while Ml aysi a had al ways been
reserved in criticising the republic.

On the upcoming general election, Dr Ling said he concurred with Dr
Mahathir's viewthat the BN could retain the two-thirds majority in the
pol I s.

He said he was confident of achieving a confortable majority as the
opposition alliance was in disarray with the DAP pursuing its "Ml aysi an
Mal aysi a" concept, PAS adamant to establish an Islamic state while Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal (Keadil an) had no stand what soever.

" This is a marriage of conveni ence of strange bedfell ows who will not
| ast long," he added.

Meanwhi | e, opening the Federal Territory MCA convention, Dr Ling called
on party nenmbers to avoid a split in the run-up to the July 17 party
el ection.

" We should followthe formula of mininmumdistraction and maxi numunity
to prevent disunity," he said.

Federal Territory MCA chief Datuk Tan Chai Ho al so urged party nenbers
to be united and continue their solid support for MCA and the ruling BN
gover nnent .

Menbers' unity and conradeship were crucial as the party geared up for
the general election, said Tan, the Parlianentary Secretary to the Donmestic
Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry.
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