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Mahat hi r - Habi bi e
MAHATHI R CONFI DENT | NDONESI ANS W LL CHOCSE A GOOD GOVERNVMENT

By: Tham Choy Lin

BATAM My 20 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he is confident that the Indonesians will elect a good
governnent that will continue to bring good to Indonesia and its people in
next nmonth's general el ection.

Speaking to reporters after neeting President B.J. Habibie, here, Dr
Mahat hir said the I ndonesi an | eader apprised himof the true situation in
that country and he felt that the situation was not as bad as reported in
the nedi a.

"I amconfident that the general election will proceed snoothly and in
t he end, the | ndonesians who are known for their nationalistic spirit wll
surely choose a governnent that will do a | ot of good for Indonesia," he
said after the four-eye neeting which | asted 50 m nutes.

The neeting was held as soon as Dr Mahathir arrived here for a short
visit specially to hold bilateral tal ks wi th Habibie.

"I amconfident that | ndonesians who | ove | ndonesia will not forget
their responsibility and we in Ml aysia feel easy because we know t hat
| ndonesia will continue to be progressive and peaceful ," the prine mnister
sai d.

"And a devel oped and peaceful Indonesia is inportant to this region,
especially for good rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and | ndonesi a".

Dr Mahathir described his visit to the island as very useful and very
good for Ml aysia and, he believed, also for Indonesia.

He said that at the neeting, he and Presi dent Habi bi e managed to
resol ve several small bilateral issues relating to trade and |logging in
their joint-border areas.

" This meeting really helps us to clear up bilateral problens, keeps us
updat ed on each other's problens and to find ways and neans of solving the
problens in a way that is not to the detrinment of each other,"” he added.

The neeting was foll owed by an hour-Iong neeting between the
del egations fromboth countri es.

He said there had been some problens in | ogging and trading at the
border and border-crossing. These had been cl ear ed.

"This nmeeting is really nmeant to keep us close together and up-to-date
on each other's problens and how we renove these problens and also to
encour age cooperation in the economc field, culture and politically," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Bot h | eaders appeared rel axed at the news conference and Presi dent
Habi bi e described Dr Mahathir as a senior and invited himto start the
conf er ence.

Habi bie, who is the presidential candidate for Parti Golkar in the
com ng el ection, said he was thankful to see Dr Mahathir healthy and added
"that is nost inportant to nme."

Habi bi e said I ndonesia realised that the new nillennium which was only
mont hs away, woul d bring many changes, stiff international and i ndustri al
conpetition and woul d depend greatly on productivity.

"These are determ ned based on conpatibility and harnony between
culture and technol ogi cal know edge," he said.

He said that as Ml aysia and I ndonesia had simliarities in various
fields it was apppropriate for the two countries to hold discussions at
mnisterial |evel and al so between Dr Mahathir and hinself to give priority
to efforts to raise their productivity.



He was confident that |Indonesia and Mal aysia woul d be able to further
step up cooperation in the fields of econony and culture to enhance their
productivity and human resources.
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