19 JUN 1999
Umo- Cont enpt
MAHATHI R S EXPLANATI ON NOT CONTEMPT - SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
expl anati on on the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin his presidential
address at the Umo general assenbly yesterday does not ampunt to contenpt
of court, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

"The matter was stated within the party forum Anwar was (previously) a
party nmenber and Dr Mahat hir expl ained to nenbers why the action was taken
agai nst him

"This is not sonething out of the ordinary," said Syed Hamd, who is a
| awyer by training.

He was conmenting on the the decision of the judge hearing Anwar's
sodony trial to allow the former deputy prine minister to file an
application to commt Dr Mahathir to prison for contenpt.

Anwar's | awyer Karpal Singh argued that Dr Mahathir had in the address
spoken about Anwar's noral s and behavi our which he cl ai med anounted to
"pre-determning the court's decision" (on the case).

Syed Hanid said it was Dr Mahathir's right, as Umo president, to
expl ai n why Anwar was expelled fromthe party to avoi d any confusion that
m ght ari se.

"W judged himfromthe party's position. Wiether he is guilty or not
in the eyes of the lawis outside our jurisdiction. Wiat we did is based on
the party's decision," he said.

Umo Yout h acting chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said Anwar's
court application today was expected.

"Let the court decide. | feel the prime mnister has taken into account
the possibility that they we will sue him" he said.

Describing Dr Mahathir's action as bold, H shamuddin said it clearly
denmonstrated his patriotismas he disclosed the actual situation.

"In the interest of the party, the prinme mnister has cleared the nurky
waters. If they want to sue, go ahead. Let us go through the court and see
what actually prevails,” said H shanmuddin who is also a | awer by
traini ng.
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