10/ 11/ 1999
Mahat hir: Wrld Cup is good for the econony

Chok Suat Ling

W TH 600 m | lion viewers worl dw de expected to watch the Wrld Cup Gol f
"99 telecast, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the
tournanment will once agai n endorse Mal aysia's capability of organising
worl d cl ass events.

It would al so, the Prime Mnister said, help attract nore tourists to
the country |li ke howthe recent Petronas Formul a One Mal aysi an Grand Pri x
di d.

"Hotels will be getting nore business ...it is good for the econony," Dr
Mahat hir told reporters after inspecting the M nes Resort and Golf C ub
cour se yesterday.

Anmong t hose acconpanyi ng Dr Mahathir, who is al so the patron of the
tournament, were M nes Resort City founder Tan Sri Lee KimYew and
t our nanent organi sing chai rman Tan Sri Abdul Aziz |smail.

M Ramayah and R Qunasegaran, Mal aysia's representative at the Wrld
Cup, were at the 18th hol e when Dr Mahathir arrived.

Bot h Ramayah and Gunasegaran pl ayed the 18th hol e which they parred.

Dr Mahathir then tried his hand at putting on the 18th green.

Asked whet her he was satisfied with the course, Dr Mahathir said it was
a "good environment" and that the tournament prom sed to be "very
interesting".

He then added jokingly that it was the first tine he was inspecting a
golf course. "I don't play golf, but I like it (the gane)."

On whet her he woul d encourage nore golf courses to be built, Dr Mahathir
sai d building golf courses was an i nvestnent.

"But people need to be careful when investing. They need to see whet her
there will be returns.

( END)
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