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MAHATHI R PLEDGES TO PRESEVE | SLAM S SANCTI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d the government shall constantly uphold the sanctity
of Islamand safeguard it agai nst mani pul ators using the religion for
selfish political or personal gains.

He gave this guarantee when pl edging all egi ance on behal f of the
government and the people at the installation of Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdu
Azi z Shah Al haj Al mar hum Sul tan Hi shanuddi n Al am Shah Al haj as Ml aysia's
11t h Yang di - Pertuan Agong (paranount rul er) here today.

Dr Mahathir cautioned elenments with ulterior notives not to split and
weaken Muslins by committing sacril ege agai nst |slamand under m ni ng
Muslinms' faith in the religion.

"In matters of religion, your majesty's government will continue to
uphol d Islamas the country's official religion besides guaranteei ng ot her
Mal aysi ans the freedomto profess in other faiths.

"The governnent shall continue to inculcate Islanic values in nationa
adm ni stration,"” said Dr Mahathir.

The prime minister said Malaysia's |Islam c banking and i nsurance as
wel |l as other Islamc systems were now bei ng enul ated by other Islamc
countries because of their successful inplenmentation.

Dr Mahathir also said the country owed it to the people for their
support and conviction in the plausibility of the governnment's radical
measures that contributed to the successful econom c recovery.

"Their solid support has enabl ed the governnent to concentrate fully on
recovery efforts besides attracting foreign and donestic i nvestnents," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the government would like to see the private sector
playing a nore active role in rejuvenating trade and conmerce so that the
econony could re-growto the I evel of that before the 1997 econom c crisis.

"It is indeed noteworthy that the unity and understandi ng anong the
peopl e is ever stronger,” he said.

The prime minister said the econom ¢ downturn had gl aringly nmade
Mal aysi ans aware of the inportance of staying united and preserving raci al
har nmony.

"The New Econom c Policy, which ains at distributing wealth anong the
Bum putera by expandi ng the econom c cake w thout taking away the rights of
the other conmunities, has averted racial strife arising fromdisparity in
econom ¢ achi evenent s.

"Conpared to the other countries, this country is spared of racial
conflicts," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the tol erance and nutual respect anbng nulti-racial
mul ti-religious and multi-Iingual Ml aysians forned the key to Mal aysia's
pri deful success.

"This unity has been a key factor in enabling the government to
preoccupy itself with nation-building efforts,” he said.

On gearing the nation for the newmllennium Dr Mahathir said the
nuner ous and conprehensi ve preparatory measures by the governnment were
meant to nmake Mal aysi ans face the com ng chal |l enges bol dly and confidently.

A new federal admi nistrative capital erected in Putrajaya and a new hub
for world-class information technol ogy research and devel opnent in
Cyberjaya were two of the governnent's strategy to further nodernise civil
admi ni strati on and equi p Mal aysi ans with the know edge required to face a



nmor e sophi sticated, challenging and conpetitive new mllennium he said.
On foreign relations, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia would continue to
remain actively involved in enhancing ties with all countries.
"The nation will continue placing enphasis on special cooperative
endeavours with devel opi ng countries and upgradi ng Sout h-South ties.
"We'll also strive towards intensifying economc activities with
traditional trading partners through pronoting greater direct foreign
i nvestnent," Dr Mahat hir added.
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