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MAHATHI R: BN WLL FULFIL PLEDGE, | NCLUDI NG ROTATI ON OF CM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
the Bari san Nasional (BN) will fulfil all its pledges made during the
el ection canpaign including the continuation of the rotation systemfor the
post of Sabah Chief Mnister.

The prinme mnister said although BN was one seat short of the
two-thirds majority in the State Legislative Assenbly, what was significant
was that the BN victory this tine was not achi eved through "party hoppi ng"
by the nmenbers of the Assenbly as was the case in the past state el ections.

"The BN victory was a very clear victory," he said in his tel ephone
conversation at Sri Perdana with Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi in Kota Ki nabal u which was tel ecast |live by RTMIast night.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke with Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob, in his capacity as
Sabah BN el ections director, and Datuk Osu Sukam state Umo chai rman who
won i n the Kawang state constituency.

"W give our pledge that whatever prom ses we nade will be fulfilled,"
he said, reninding the BN candi dates who won in the election to be nore
determined in their struggles and to fulfil the prom ses.

On the defeat of Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, the prine
mnister said it was deeply regretted although he had tried his best to
hel p the former as he wanted Donpok to continue as Chief Mnister.

"W want Tan Sri Bernard to continue as chief mnister but it appears
as though the peopl e of Penanpang do not want himto becone chi ef
mnister," he said. Donpok |lost in the state constituency of Myog (in the
Penanpang parliamentary constituency) to PBS candi date Datuk C arence
Bongkos Mal akun.

On the rotation of the chief mnister's post, Dr Mahathir said the
system woul d be continued but who woul d be the next chief minister to
represent the Kadazandusun conmunity foll owi ng the defeat of Donpok woul d
be decided I ater.

"I will discuss with Tan Sri Bernard and ot her |eaders of the BN
component parties so that a wi se decision can be arrived at taking into
account the effects on the choice of the voters in Sabah," he said.

"Who will |ead the Sabah state government will be decided |later. But
the rotation systemw ||l be maintained."

Under the rotation system Donpok woul d be chief mnister for a
two-year termbefore the post is taken over by a Mislim Bum putera
representative

The prine mnister said although the defeats suffered by Donpok, who is
al so PDS president, and Dat uk Joseph Kurup (PBRS president) were much
regretted, there were BN candi dates fromthe Kadazandusun comunity who had
succeeded.

He said this had given confidence to the BN that nore Kadazandusuns had
accepted the BN policies and there was better prospect for nore BN
candi dates fromthe comunity in future el ections.

Dr Mahat hir hoped Donmpok and Kurup woul d not be disheartened by their
defeats and he urged theminstead to continue with the struggle and serve
inthe interest of devel opnent for Sabah in particular and the country in

gener al
On the voting trend in Sabah, he said the sentinment of voting based on
party symbols and individuals was still preval ent wi thout giving any

consi deration to devel opnent.



Dr Mahathir said the sentinment which tied the voters to individuals or
synmbol s whi ch they supported resulted in the BN canpai gn on devel opnent to
be ineffective.

The prime mnister ended his conversation by congratul ati ng the BN
candi dates who had won and al so requested Abdullah to send his greetings to
t hose BN candi dat es who | ost.

"Al though the victory did not achieve the two-thirds majority, it was
still very appropriate, their efforts all this while had been fruitful,” he
sai d.
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