14/ 10/ 1999
Mahat hi r: Paki stan coup is regrettable

Ariff Awang

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has expressed regret over
the mlitary coup i n Paki stan on Tuesday, Bernana reports.

He said the mlitary shoul d be a professional body following the orders
of the Governnment of the day which was el ected by the peopl e.

"To me, that incident is very regrettable,” he told reporters after
meeting a del egati on of the Mal aysi an British Business Council |ed by co-
chai rmen M rzan Mahathir and Sir Patrick Gllam who is Standard Chartered
chairman, in Putrajaya yesterday.

Reports froml sl amabad quot ed t he nan behi nd t he bl oodl ess coup, arny
chi ef General Pervez Musharraf, as sayi ng he sei zed power "to save the
country fromruin" and woul d announce hi s policies soon

Musharraf did not give details onthe nmlitary's plans for Pakistan and
did not say what he would do with Prine M nister Nawaz Sharif, the man he
ej ected from power.

Dr Mahathir said if the nmlitary is inclined towards politics it will be
quite difficult for a country to progress with a snooth adm ni stration
What ever faults Sharif m ght have, "he was still el ected by the peopl e"
he added.

"Everyone must respect | eaders who are el ected by t he peopl e.

"If there are peopl e who di sagree with Nawaz Sharif, they should wait
until the election is held," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said that during an el ection they could use all the
facilities of a denpbcracy to el ect a good | eader. "But taking over power
by force is sonmething i nappropriate.”

Asked whet her Mal aysia will recogni se the Paki stani adm ni stration
followi ng the coup, Dr Mahathir said: "W have to wait until we find out
t he actual position of this Governnent in terns of its acceptance by the
peopl e of Pakistan."

Asked on the position of Mal aysian H gh Commi ssion staff in |slamabad,

Dr Mahat hir said there have been no reports to indicate the security
situation in Pakistan is worrying.

"So they will stay put there," he said.

The Prime Mnister also said the i ssue may be rai sed at the Commonweal t h
Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGM in Durban, South Africa, early next
nont h.

"Normal |y, CHOGMwi || deci de whet her they recogni se (the Governnent) or
not, and we will be gui ded by the CHOGM deci si on," he sai d.

ARl FF AWANG reports: Mal aysi a considers the coup in Pakistan as an
internal affair and it is confident that the situation wll be resol ved
very qui ckly.

"\Whoever takes over the Governnent is not for us to decide. It is up the
Paki st ani s t hensel ves, " Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar told
reporters in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Mal aysia's relations with Paki stan have al ways been good and will be

mai nt ai ned, he added.

The i nportant thing, Syed Hanmid said, is for the country's security
situation to be brought under control. Ml aysia wants to see peace and
stability in Paki stan so that the prosperity of its people can be assured.
Kual a Lunmpur is nonitoring the | atest devel opnents cl osely and so far
there are no reports of Ml aysi ans bei ng hurt or in danger in Pakistan.
"I was inforned that the situationis quite calm"



As such, there are no i nmedi ate pl ans to get Mal aysi ans out of Paki stan
and t here has al so been no request fromMal aysi ans to be brought hone, he
sai d.
Miushar raf announced on Tuesday that Sharif's Governnment had been
di smissed. This followed t he taki ng over of governnent tel evision and
radi o stations throughout the country by the arny.
Hours earlier, Sharif had said the arny chief of staff, then on a visit
to Sri Lanka, had been sacked.
The Paki stani Prinme M nister appears to have been pl aced under house
arrest.
There was no i mredi at e expl anati on on Sharif's deci sion to sack
Musharraf, but in recent weeks there had been reports of arift between
the army and the Government. Miusharraf's termas army chief was to end in
April 2000.
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