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Mahat hir: 1've never conspired agai nst anyone
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DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says he has never conspired agai nst anyone
but has been a victimof conspiracy to topple himas Prinme Mnister and
Umo president.

"I have been accused of a conspiracy agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
That doesn't nake sense. | have never conspired agai nst anyone i ncl udi ng
agai nst ot her former deputy prime mnisters, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah or
ot her Umo | eaders who fell out or were dropped.

"On the contrary, | did becorme a victimof a conspiracy to topple ne,"

he told the 2,034 del egates of the 53rd Umo General Assenbly in Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said he did not victinmse Anwar by conspiring to stop him
frombeconi ng t he Umo president and Mal aysi an prine minister

Anwar was renoved as deputy prine mnister and finance mnister and t he
party's deputy president | ast Septenber. He is currently serving a si x-
year jail sentence after he was found guilty of corrupt practices.

"Hi s noral s and behavi our prevented hi mfrombecom ng Umo president, in
fact an Umo nenber."

Dr Mahathir said after he was sacked, Anwar threw all sorts of
accusations agai nst the Governnent, Umo and certain party |eaders. He
instigated Malays to hate Umo and its | eaders and to riot and terrorise
the streets of Kuala Lunpur.

He sai d Anwar had tarnished the country, the Governnment and Ummo
wor | dwi de, used foreigners and the foreign nmedia to support the actions of
his supporters in efforts to topple the Governnent.

The Prime M nister described Anwar's act as a "betrayal " whi ch had never
been done by any past Umo | eaders despite their frustrations.

"Wth this conduct, it was appropriate to sack him It is extrenely

unsui tabl e for soneone who i s not |oyal to the country to be a | eader

"If I had felt then that the acti on agai nst hi mwas too harsh, today
amof the opinion that the action taken against his msconduct is
appropri ate.

"The fate that befell hi mwas caused by what he had done and because he
was willing to use the veil of religion while performng acts contrary to
the religion and tenets of his race,” he added.

Dr Mahat hir said al t hough Anwar was his col | eague and friend, the
interest of the Malays and the nation prevented himfromclosing his eyes
and al | owi ng sonet hing bad to happen to the Mal ays and country.

"If I allowed that to happen, | would have betrayed ny race, religion

and country. This | amnot willing to do, even for a friend, a conpatriot.
"I woul d rat her be condemmed, cursed, criticised and ridiculed solong

as | knowin ny heart - and God Al mghty knows - that | did not betray ny
religion, race and the country |I've sworn to defend and uphol d."

Dr Mahathir said continued efforts are vigorously being carried out to
sow hatred towards him which will cause the Mal ays to reject Umo.

"They bel i eve that even though those influenced by themwoul d only be a
smal | fraction of the Mal ays who support Umo, it would still weaken and
af fect Umo's struggl e and reduce t he Bari san Nasional's two-thirds
majority whichis vital for the country's stability and devel opnent.
"Wth instigation by certain quarters, this canpaign of hatred is being
increased. | have said that | would quit if I amnot wanted anynore. But |
too cannot feel slighted and be upset that | fail in ny responsibility



towar ds Umo, |slamand country, a responsibility that | prom sed and
swore to uphold,"” he said.

Describing the fate that befell Anwar as "very tragic, very sad", he
saidinthe party's history sone | eaders had experienced sinilar fate.
There were those who were expelled fromthe party (i ncluding Dr Mahat hir

hi nsel f), inprisoned and even sentenced to deat h.

"They and their famlies, wives and children felt the enptional pressure
and sadness, no less than that felt by Anwar and his famly ... (But) they
di d not accuse anyone of conspiring to topple them They did not | eave the
party, did not condemn the party and did not conspire to destroy the party
and the country."

Dr Mahat hir sai d conspiraci es cannot happen i nmedi ately and to conspire
what he has been accused of doing is sonething that is not easy to carry
out in secrecy as it involves nany peopl e.

He added he woul d have to get the cooperation fromnany police officers,
prosecuting of ficers including public prosecutors, judges, the nen and
wonen who becane Anwar's al |l eged victins, all Menteris Besar and Chi ef

M nisters, all Suprene Council nenmbers and many ot hers who woul d have to
be in the knowif the conspiracy is to succeed.

"I'n Mal aysi a where secrets are hard to keep, where poison pen letters

and the Internet rule, to hide a plot involving |lots of peopleis

i mpossi bl e. Such a | arge conspiracy woul d surely be exposed nonths before
anyt hi ng takes pl ace because conspiracies take along tinme to plan and for
themto obtain the cooperation of many who nust be invol ved."

He said until the day Anwar was expel |l ed, there was no news on the Prine
M ni ster and Umo presi dent working to stop Anwar from beconing Prine

M nister. "It was public know edge that | named Anwar as ny successor

until the | ast nmoment.

"Because of the belief that Anwar woul d succeed nme, many officers,

Menteris Besar and party | eaders at all levels did not dare question his
actions and orders ... all afraid of retaliation once Anwar becones prine
m ni ster."”

Dr Mahathir saidinthe "crisis of thought" within a fracti on of Umo
menber s and supporters of Anwar, opposition parties woul d t ake advant age
to weaken Umo.
To them race, country and religion are not the priority. Their
political interest is nmore inportant.
"The opposition is taking advantage of Anwar's ni sfortunes. H s sacking,
t he charges brought agai nst hi mand the court sentence do not cause them
grief ... Anwar's misfortunes provi de themthe opportunity to use his
fam |y and supporters to strengthen their own parties and t o weaken Umo.
"That is why they pretend to support Anwar. The same is true of Anwar,
who now conspires with the opposition. He joins themfor his own
survival," he said.
He sai d the pact between Pas, DAP and a splinter group of Umo is nmerely
because of their respective self-interest. There is no conmon struggl e or
obj ective in the pact other than self-interest.
Dr Mahat hir said each party plans to hoodw nk the other. Each will drop
its partners once it makes sone gains in the el ections.
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