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Mahat hi r - Medi a
MAHATHI R VI SITS LI D MEDI A CENTRE

LANGKAW , July 27 (Bernama) -- Putting smart partnership between
governnent and the nedia to work, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t ook sonme tinme off fromhis busy schedule at the fourth Langkaw
International Dialogue (LID) to visit the media centre at the Berjaya Beach
and Spa Resort here, today.

Dr Mahathir arrived there at 2.30pm and spent 20 minutes mngling with
| ocal and international journalists busy filing their stories.

He was acconpani ed and briefed on the LID nedia operations by Asia
Publ i ¢ Rel ations Consultants Sdn Ber had regi onal managi ng director
Kamar al zanman Tanbu.

The prime mnister's unschedul ed "stop-over" at the centre cought many
journalists by surprise.

Dr Mahathir al so browsed over the copy of sone of the journalists,

i ncluding Bernama's on President Robert Migabe's statenent on the
possi bility of Zi nbabwe inposing Ml aysi a-style capital controls to
insulate its econony agai nst destabilising external narket forces.

The prinme minister reacted i medi ately saying that Zi nbabwe did not
need to i npose the controls as her currency was non-converti bl e.

As sonme pressnen were about ready to approach himto foll ow on that
comment, Dr Mahathir left the centre but not before jokingly lanmenting that
the nmedi a centre hosts have not served himrefreshments.

Earlier, as the prinme mnister was entering the centre, a Bernana
journalist greeting himpointed to a caricature by Lat in today's New
Straits Times on a notice board outside.

Lat portrayed Dr Mahathir, holding a m crophone behind the canera and
greeting viewers with "Good Evening!", about to file the | atest
on-the-scene report as CNN s nan i n Sout heast Asi a.

Dr Mahathir said he had seen the caricature and asked the journalist:
"But what does it nean?"

To which the journalist replied: "It nmeans you have taken over our
role.”

Lat's caricature came two days after Dr Mahathir |led a group of |eaders
from devel opi ng nations to ask questions instead of giving answers to
journalists at a special session between heads of state/governnent and
medi a representatives at the LID
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