03 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
MAHATHI R KEEPS EVERYONE GUESSI NG ON GENERAL ELECTI ON

| POH, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
is still keeping everyone, especially the opposition, guessing as to when
he will dissolve Parlianent and call for a general election.

After hinting yesterday that the general election was draw ng very
near, he said today that he m ght have another round of visits to the
states when the current series ended.

"I still haven't finished nmy rounds, | amdoing ny rounds and if I
finish one round I may even do another round," Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Bari san Nasi onal chairnman, said.

"I have said that we will wait for PAS flags to rot, that takes a | ong
time, so you can interpret it any way you like," he told a news conference
at the end of his two-day visit to Perak.

"The newspapers said today that very soon we are going to have an
el ection. That is what the newspapers say, but | have al so said other
things which indicate that the election is going to be (held) in a long
tinme."

"Unl ess PAS nake their flags frompaper, then it tears very nuch
faster, then we can have the election faster, but if they are nmade of
canvas nmaybe... August next year," he said.

Dr Mahathir told Perak Barisan Nasional (BN) |eaders at a nmeeting here
yesterday to put their election machinery into top gear for the genera
el ection, including neeting nenbers and supporters, as he could not
guarantee themthat the election would not be held tonmorrow, a nonth from
now or in five nonths.

He al so said that he would give BN | eaders, especially at the
divisional level, time to neet nmenbers and supporters to ascertain and gain
their support but he would not give them"too nuch tine,".

Asked whet her he was satisfied with the Perak BN s preparations for the
el ection, Dr Mahathir said he was al ways never satisfied.

"I think even if we have achi eved 100 per cent, we nust achi eve 120 per
cent," he said.

"Unl ess PAS nake their flags frompaper, then it tears very nuch
faster, then we can have the election faster, but if they are nmade of
canvas maybe... August next year,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir told Perak Barisan Nasional (BN) |eaders at a neeting here
yesterday to put their election machinery into top gear for the genera
el ection, including neeting nenbers and supporters, as he coul d not
guarantee themthat the election would not be held tomorrow, a nonth from
now or in five nonths.

He al so said that he would give BN | eaders, especially at the
divisional level, tinme to neet nmenbers and supporters to ascertain and gain
their support but he would not give them"too nmuch tine,".

Asked whet her he was satisfied with the Perak BN s preparations for the
el ection, Dr Mahathir said he was al ways never sati sfied.

"I think even if we have achi eved 100 per cent, we nust achi eve 120 per
cent," he said.

That was why he wanted the BN conponents to ensure that every nenber
and i ndi vi dual they knew supported the coalition and the divisional |eaders
had to work harder to get to know their nmenbers and their stand, he said.

Asked whet her his warning that some nenbers of BN conmponent parties
m ght vote for the opposition was based on feedback that he had received,



he replied in the negative.

"The possibility is there, so we nust find out, that's why | asked
(then) to neet all the party menbers besides the supporters and ot her
i ndi vi dual s," he said.

The termof the current Parlianent ends in June 2000 and a general
el ection nust be held within 60 days of its dissolution.
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