09 JAN 1999
MAHATHI R- TALKS
MAHATHI R HOLDS TALK W TH TAM L NADU CH EF M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Tami | Nadu Chief Mnister M Karunani dhi held a brief
di scussi on today that centered on enhancing ties with Ml aysia and the
I ndi an state.

Am dst the current regional financial and econom c sl owdown, they have
noted the success in relations between Tani | Nadu and Mal aysia, a Wsna
Putra official, Datuk Syed Norul zaman, to reporters after the neeting at
the Prine M nister's Departnent here.

"Both the prime mnister and chief mnister were happy with the nutua
cooperation between Tami| Nadu and Mal aysia, particularly in the economc
area. There are a lot of activities going on now, " he said.

Kar unani dhi, acconpani ed by his wife Rajathi Amal and m ni ster of
heal th and energy Arcot N. Veerasany, arrived here on Thursday for a
three-day visit to Ml aysi a.

Syed Norul zaman said during the 20-m nute neeting, Dr Mahathir has
expressed Mal aysi a's hope of seeing greater involvenent and cooperation of
the country's conpanies in the econonic activity in Tam | Nadu, especially
in the | abour intensive area.

To this end, he said, Karunanidhi encouraged Ml aysi an conpanies to
expl ore opportunities in port devel opment and transportation in terns of
road and hi ghway constructi on.

"Karunani dhi al so wanted greater Ml aysi an invol venent in the pal m oi
sector,"” added Syed Norul zaman

He said Dr Mahathir has also been invited to participate in an
i nformati on technol ogy conference to be held in Chennai next nonth.

As a whole, Malaysia's trade with India rose to RVB.006 billion at the
end of Novenber 1998 from RMb.441 billion in 1997, accounting for 1.2
percent of Ml aysia's gl obal trade.

Accumul atively, Ml aysia has invested RML. 715 billion in the
i nfrastructure and manufacturing sectors in India. -- BERNAVA

AA MFJ



	MAHATHIR HOLDS TALK WITH TAMIL NADU CHIEF MINISTER (Bernama 09/01/1999)

